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PHOTO  PROOF  —  BECAUSE  YOUR  COINS  ARE  SPECIAL 


For  the  present  they  are  yours  alone,  but  one  day  it  will  be 
time  to  pass  them  on  to  others  who  will  value  them  just  as 
much.  Once  sold,  a  collection  becomes  just  a  fond  memory  — 
that  is,  unless  you  have  it  preserved  by  PHOTO  PROOF. 
Only  PHOTO  PROOF  captures  the  very  essence  of  your 
coins.  Each  piece  is  photographed  through  our  state-of-the- 
art  digital  imaging  process,  which  brings  out  all  of  the  colors 
and  characteristics  that  make  your  coins  unique.  Both  sides 
are  shown  in  vivid  photos  that  are  up  to  six  times  actual  size! 
These  beautiful  images  are  then  mated  with  text  prepared  by 
experts  in  United  States  coinage,  revealing  the  fascinating 
stories  behind  each  particular  coin  type.  The  finishing  touch 
is  a  thorough  analysis  of  your  coin,  detailing  its  qualities  of 
strike,  luster,  toning  and  rarity.  As  Director  of  Research,  it  is 
my  privilege  to  personally  prepare  this  segment  of  each 
PHOTO  PROOF. 


Offering  two  levels  of  service,  PHOTO  PROOF  can  meet  any  need  in  documenting  your 
collection.  PHOTO  PROOF  Deluxe  Service  includes  two  enlarged  images  of  obverse  and  reverse, 
as  well  as  two  close-ups  of  features  that  distinguish  a  particular  variety  or  other  important  aspect  of 
each  coin.  Attribution  of  die  varieties  is  also  included.  I  will  u.se  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia,  unless 
another  reference  is  requested.  The  PHOTO  PROOF  Classic  Service  is  a  lower-cost  alternative 
which  includes  all  the  features  of  the  Deluxe,  less  the  close-ups  and  attribution. 

On  the  cover  of  each  PHOTO  PROOF  is  space  to  include  a  personalization  of  your  choosing. 
If  you  elect  to  include  your  own  name,  you  will  thus  become  a  permanent  link  in  that  specimen's 
pedigree.  A  dedication  to  one's  family  is  another  popular  choice.  This  feature  is  entirely  optional, 
but  it's  included  at  no  additional  cost  with  either  the  Classic  or  Deluxe  Service.  Duplicate  copies  of 
your  PHOTO  PROOF  library  may  be  ordered  at  a  very  reasonable  price,  and  you  can  even  alter  the 
personalization. 

PHOTO  PROOF  accepts  all  U.S.  coins  certified  by  NGC,  PCGS  or  ANACS.  Coins  may  be 
submitted  to  PHOTO  PROOF  through  any  NGC  authorized  dealer.  For  more  information  about 
PHOTO  PROOF,  call  1  -800-PROOF  67  or  write  to  P.O.  Box  1 8 1 2,  Parsippany,  NJ  07054-78 1 2. 
Whether  you're  planning  to  sell  your  collection  in  the  near  future,  retain  it  for  years  to  come,  or  pass 
it  on  to  your  family,  you  will  want  to  preserve  your  achievement  with  PHOTO  PROOF,  because  your 
coins  are  special. 


1  look  forward  to  serving  you. 


David  W.  Lange 
Director  of  Research 
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A  Closer  Look  at  Cereal  Wreath  Half  Dimes 


by 

Stewart  Jones 

After  reading  the  1 975  Valentine  reprint  on  half  dimes  nearly  20  years  ago,  I  was 
surprised  to  note  that  Walter  Breen's  excellent  notes,  in  his  supplement  on  the 
series,  seemed  to  conclude  well  in  advance  of  the  end  of  the  series.  It  is  now  clear 
that  Breen's  notes  were  somewhat  incomplete  for  the  final  1 4  years  of  the  series, 
a  period  commonly  identified  by  Longacre's  Cereal  Wreath  design  used  for  half 
dimes  from  1860  to  1873. 

Many  of  the  research  notes  that  entered  the  hobby  many  years  ago  have  begun 
to  be  amended  or  modified  by  numismatic  writers  and  scholars  today.  This  is  a 
strength  of  the  coin  collecting  hobby,  that  its  foundations  can  be  periodically  re- 
examined. The  discoveries  have  been  many,  the  pitfalls  relatively  few.  New  varieties 
have  emerged  as  the  knowledge,  experience,  and  interests  of  many  collectors  have 
been  shared,  tried,  and  tested  on  the  new  information  published  in  recent  years.  We 
can  only  assume  that  the  study  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  will  continue  into  the 
future  and  that  new  assumptions  on  varieties  and  new  opinions  on  relative  rarity  and 
consensus  condition  will  emerge. 

My  own  amended  notes  on  many  of  the  varieties  of  Cereal  Wreath  half  dimes  are 
presented  below. 

1860  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Half  Dime 

Many  years  ago  I  noticed  an  unusual  1 860  obverse  that  had  a  well  placed  date 
that  sloped  downward  to  the  right.  This  variety  was  never  common  but  I  did  have 
an  opportunity  to  examine  a  few  pieces  in  average  circulated  grades  over  the  years. 
In  1995,  I  noted  that  the  reverse  of  this  variety  often  showed  signs  of  doubling. 
Despite  my  best  efforts,  I  was  unable  to  find  a  high  grade  example  of  this  variety  until 
last  year.  Diagnostically,  the  6  and  0  in  the  date  appear  lower  than  the  1  and  8.  The 
0  appears  to  be  even  lower  than  the  6.  The  6  and  0  also  seem  to  be  slightly  tilted 


1860  Half  Dime,  Doubled  Die  Reverse 


3 


to  the  right.  Liberty's  pendant  is  centered  over  the  6  in  the  date.  The  date  is  well 
positioned  in  the  field  despite  the  sloping  date.  There  are  no  other  obverse 
characteristics  that  warrant  specific  mention.  There  are  no  die  breaks,  no  clash 
marks  and  no  weaknesses  in  the  strike.  On  the  reverse,  there  is  evidence  of  mild 
doubling  on  the  wreath  from  4  o'clock  to  8  o'clock.  This  doubling  is  clearly  visible 
on  the  lower  leaves  of  the  wreath  and  portions  of  the  right  ribbon.  There  is  some 
weakness  in  the  strike  at  1 1  o'clock  on  the  cereal  wreath. 

1860-O  V-2  Half  Dime 

Even  though  this  variety  is  pictured  on  page  235  of  the  Valentine  reprint,  it  has 
been  a  mystery  coin  for  quite  some  time.  This  variety  is  boldly  struck  on  the  reverse, 
with  portions  of  the  HALF  DIME  logotype  clashed  through  to  the  obverse.  The 
location  of  these  clash  marks  is  very  unusual,  since  they  are  found  near  the  center 
of  the  coin,  not  in  the  field.  Also  on  the  obverse,  the  D  in  UNITED  and  the  0  in  OF 
are  both  open  at  the  bottom. 


1862  Half  Dime,  Slanting  Date  Varieties 

There  are  at  least  two  slanting  date  varieties  for  the  1 862  half  dime.  I  don't  believe 
that  either  variety  is  particularly  scarce  as  both  can  be  found  with  some  searching. 
The  first  is  a  variety  that  is  easily  recognized  by  its  numerous  obverse  clash  marks. 
It  is  pictured  in  Breen's  encyclopedia.  Clash  marks  are  located  in  the  field  under  the 
UN  of  UNITED,  in  the  field  by  the  date,  in  thefield  below  Liberty's  knee,  and  between 
Liberty's  pole  and  hairbraid.  Liberty's  pendant  is  centered  over  the  right  half  of  the 
6  in  the  date.  The  second  slanting  date  variety  is  less  common  than  the  first  and  also 
has  a  date  that  slopes  upward  to  the  right.  This  die  is  distinctly  different  from  the 
previous  one  because  it  has  a  date  that  is  positioned  further  to  the  right.  There  is  no 
evidence  of  clash  marks  on  this  second  slanting  date  variety.  On  this  variety 
Liberty's  pendant  is  well  centered  over  the  6  in  the  date. 
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1862  Half  Dime,  Slanting  Date  with  Obverse  Clash  Marks 


1862  Half  Dime,  Second  Slanting  Date  Variety 


1865  Half  Dime 

All  of  the  business  strikes  that  I  have  seen  of  this  date  have  a  reverse  die  that  is 
rotated  slightly  to  the  left.  Veteran  California  dealer  Charles  Woodruff  brought  this 
to  my  attention  many  years  ago  during  a  reviev^/  of  his  inventory.  In  my  opinion,  the 
1 865  date  is  the  rarest  of  the  Philadelphia  mint  Civil  War  era  half  dimes. 
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1865-S  V-4  Half  Dime 

Al  BIythe  wrote  a  fine  article  on  the  1865-S  V-4  half  dime  in  Issue  #56  of  the 
journal.  For  some  time  I  have  considered  the  1 0  o'clock  to  4  o'clock  die  break  on 
the  reverse  to  be  diagnostic  for  this  rare  and  elusive  variety.  It  vjas  a  variety  that  I 
had  viewed  but  never  had  the  opportunity  to  own  after  many  years  of  collecting. 
Fortunately,  I  recently  had  the  opportunity  to  purchase  an  example  of  this  variety 
at  a  small  local  show.  The  reverse  of  my  coin  matches  BIythe's  description  of  the 
V-4  variety  in  every  detail.  The  obverse  however  is  somewhat  different.  The  pictured 
coin  has  a  date  that  slants  upward  to  the  right,  has  a  pendant  that  is  centered  over 
the  right  side  of  the  6,  and  has  a  flattening  of  the  1 ,  6  and  5  in  the  date.  The  lower 
loop  of  the  6  is  almost  entirely  filled.  The  entire  left  side  of  the  coin  is  weakly  struck, 
particularly  the  UNITED.  The  condition  of  this  high  grade  example  clearly  shows  the 
unusual  strike  characteristics  of  this  variety.  The  D  in  UNITED  and  the  O  in  OF  are 
clearly  incomplete  at  the  bottom.  There  is  also  a  weakness  on  the  lower  left  part  of 
the  shield  making  it  difficult  to  determine  the  exact  location  of  the  shield  point.  The 
reverse  shows  weakness  at  both  the  1 1  o'clock  and  1  o'clock  positions  on  the  cereal 
wreath. 


1865-S  Half  Dime  with  Flattened  Date  Digits 


1866  Half  Dime 

There  continues  to  be  confusion  and  controversy  in  differentiating  business 
strikes  from  circulated  proofs  for  this  date.  I  don't  know  anyone  who  has  a 
substantial  inventory  of  1 866  business  strike  coins  and  I  own  only  one  variety  of  the 
proof.  At  least  one  business  strike  that  I  have  examined  has  a  different  date  position 
relative  to  the  pendant  than  the  proof.  In  my  judgment,  this  is  the  elusive  business 
strike  that  so  many  collectors  are  seeking.  Many  1866  coins  which  have  been 
offered  to  the  collecting  public  as  business  strikes  are  certainly  circulated  proofs. 
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The  more  obvious  examples  have  mirrored  surfaces  hidden  in  the  crevices  of  the 
letters.  Since  many  coins  offered  as  business  strikes  have  the  identical  date  position 
as  proofs,  they  deserve  a  more  critical  examination.  They  don't  deserve  outright 
rejection  but  it  is  clear  that  they  are  a  second  cousin  to  the  confirmed  business  strike 
with  the  less  common  date  position.  Although  proofs  have  the  distinct  tie  bar 
reeding,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  some  Philadelphia  business  strikes  have 
shown  the  same  distinct  tie  bar  reeding  as  proofs.  Reeding  positively  substantiates 
the  mint  location  but  it  does  not  necessarily  distinguish  between  proof  and  business 
strike  specimens. 

1867-S  Half  Dime 

It  is  fairly  clear  that  this  date  is  currently  the  most  difficult  San  Francisco  mint  half 
dime  to  find  in  mint  state  condition,  not  including  the  1870-S  half  dime  which  was 
not  struck  for  circulation. 

1871  Half  Dime,  Perfect  D  in  UNITED 

The  1871  date  is  considered  very  common  and  is  certainly  available  at  the 
majority  of  large  coin  shows.  The  1 871  date  comes  with  and  without  a  defective  D 
in  UNITED.  The  variety  noted  by  Valentine  as  V-3  has  a  perfect  D  in  UNITED. 
Apparently  this  variety  resulted  from  the  use  of  a  repaired  hub  some  time  during  the 
year.  The  Perfect  D  variety  is  often  treated  as  a  common  date,  but  I  have  found  that 
it  appears  significantly  less  often  than  defective  D  coins. 

1872  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Half  Dime 

This  variety  is  not  rare  nor  is  it  particularly  scarce. 

1872-S  Micro  s  Half  Dime 

This  variety  is  pictured  in  Breen's  encyclopedia,  perhaps  unknowingly.  It  has  a 
small  s  located  below  the  wreath  and  can  be  found  occasionally  on  dealer  price 
lists.  It  is  also  associated  with  some  of  the  more  famous  obverse  varieties  of  this 
date.  The  plate  coin  for  this  V-4  variety  is  noted  as  S-4  on  page  248  of  the  1975 
Valentine  reprint.  This  plate  coin  shows  obverse  damage  in  the  center  and  was 
apparently  a  button  piece  at  one  time. 

I  want  to  thank  Ken  Hill  for  the  excellent  pictures  of  the  coins  presented  in  this  article. 


BUYING 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR 
COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837  Small  Date,  MS-63,  sharp   $750 

1837  Large  Dale,  AU-50    295 

1 842-0  VF-20,  weakly  struck  head  ....  1 90 

1844-0  XF-40,  minor  nick  at  knee   660 

1849-0  XF-40,  NGC    400 

1857  V-4,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned   215 

1 863  VF-20 ,  evenly  worn ,  rare  date  . .  290 

1864-S  AU-50    320 

1864-S  MS-60    625 

1868  AU-50,  lovely  iridescent  toning  .  280 

1868-S  V-1,  MS-63,  NGC   570 

1871-S  V-1,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned   495 

DIMES 

1839-  0  AU-58,  sharp  &  lustrous   $450 

1840  No  Drapery,  MS-60    225 

1841-  0  AU-50    200 

1842-  0  AU-50,  NGC   1125 

1843-  0  VF-25    195 

1843-0  XF-40    440 

1848  MS-60    690 

1849  MS-60,  choice  for  grade   335 

1860-O  XF-40,  even  gray  patina    2575 

1863  XF-45,  prooflike   650 

1 864  MS-60,  struck  from  clashed  dies  940 
1864-S  AU-50,  sharp  strike   350 

1870-  S  VG- 10,  some  weakness  in  rev  center  265 

1871-  CCAG-3   450 

1 872-  CC  XF-40,  light  porosity   2550 

1 873-  CC  VF-30,  no  porosity,  light  gray  . .  3800 
1 875-CC  CC  below  wreath,  MS-60,  sharp  245 

1877-CC  MS-60   140 

1881  AU-50,  moderate  toning   340 

1884-  S  MS-62,  fully  struck,  lustrous  ...  750 

1 885-  S  VF-20,  minor  reverse  scratches  1 225 

1886-  S  MS-60    525 

1887-  S  MS-63    250 

QUARTERS 

1840-  O  Drapery,  AU-50,  NGC   $500 

1841-  0  AU-50    275 

1842-  0  Large  Date,  AU-50,  deeply  toned  525 

1844  AU-55    200 

1845  AU-55,  reverse  diagonal  die  crack  225 

1849  AU-50    270 

1849-0  XF-40,  gray-green  patina   3250 

1850  XF-40,  lovely  pink  toning   145 


QUARTERS 

1850-O  AU-50   $450 

1851  AU-50    295 

1852  AU-50    325 

1852-0  XF-40,  natural  silver-gray    1490 

1853  NA,  MS-62,  fully  struck    3400 

1 853  A&R,  AU-50,  ANACS  cachet ...  300 
1853/4   AU-50,  weakness  in  wing   950 

1854  AU-58,  PCGS   330 

1855-S  XF-40,  full  head  strike   400 

1857-0  AU-50,  prooflike,  a  beauty   300 

1859-  S  VF-25,  gray  &  gold  toning   310 

1860-  S  F-12,  minor  obverse  scratch  .. .  360 

1864  XF-40,  darkly  toned   210 

1867  XF-45,  semi-reflective  fields  ...  450 

1887     VF-30,  mottled  toning    300 

1889      XF-40    345 

HALF  DOLURS 

1839      No  Drapery,  XF-40   $575 

1839  ND,  XF-45,  beautiful  toning  ... .  790 

1839  Drapery,  AU-50    245 

1840  Small  letters,  AU-50    225 

1844-0  AU-55    250 

1846-0  Medium  Date,  AU-50    225 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  VG-8,  original    295 

1859  MS-60,  charcoals  purple  toning  375 

1 860  AU-55,  frosty  and  choice   250 

1860-O  AU-50,  Type  2  reverse   165 

1860-  S   Large  S,  AU-50   210 

1861  AU-50   115 

1861-  0  AU-50   180 

1861-  S   Large  S,  AU-50   225 

1862-  S   Medium  S,  AU-55   225 

1865  AU-50,  PCI   230 

1866-S   No  Motto,  VF-20   385 

1 868  AU-50,  deeply  toned,  nice   335 

1868-S  AU-50,  some  hairlines   150 

1870-  CC  G-4,  evenly  worn   460 

1871      AU-50,  strong  strike   145 

1871-  S   AU-50   190 

1872-  S  AU-50,  original  mottled  toning  .  350 

1 873-  CC  NA,  VF-20,  orange  toning   450 

1874-  S   Smalls,  XF-40    250 

1875  AU-50,  choice  for  grade,  toned.  155 

1 878-CC  AU-50,  very  sharply  struck  ....  2850 

1880     AU-50,  peripheral  toning   425 

1889      XF-40    350 


TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15  day  return  for  coins  in  un- 
opened holders.  Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

Coin  Won  Company  •  LSCC  #1283 

P.O.  Box  161  •  Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
FAX/Telephone  (716)  688-0833 
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The  James  B.  Pryor  Collection  of 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Over  a  period  of  nearly  20  years,  James  B.  Pryor  assembled  a  set  of  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  in  the  highest  quality  that  he  could  find.  Even  before  there  was 
much  attention  given  to  choice  uncirculated  Liberty  Seated  coins,  Jim  tried  to 
purchase  the  finest  specimen  of  each  date  that  he  could  obtain.  The  extent  of  his 
success  was  not  fully  recognized  until  his  collection  was  auctioned  on  January  25, 
1996  in  Los  Angeles,  California  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Inc.  His  collection  contains 
some  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  these  rare  silver  coins  of  the  1 9th  century.  The 
collection  is  complete  by  date  and  mint  and  the  average  grade  of  the  coins  in  the 
collection  would  be  MS-64.  Many  coins  represent  the  finest  known  examples  for 
their  particular  date  and  it  is  unlikely  that  many  of  these  dates  will  be  sold  again  for 
many  years  in  the  grades  listed  in  this  catalogue.  The  overall  quality  of  this  collection 
has  drawn  the  attention  of  the  numismatic  community  and  James  B.  Pryor  deserves 
to  be  recognized  for  the  outstanding  accomplishment  that  this  collection  repre- 
sents. 

A  review  of  some  of  the  important  pieces  in  this  collection  will  be  given  in  this 
article.  This  is  an  attempt  to  recognize  some  of  the  specific  rarities  and  the 
outstanding  grades  in  which  they  have  appeared.  The  coins  will  be  described  by 
mint  so  that  each  important  area  of  the  collection  can  be  recognized. 

Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 

The  collection  includes  examples  of  all  of  the  Philadelphia  dates  in  mint  state  with 
the  average  grade  for  these  pieces  being  MS-64.  Many  of  these  coins  have  been 
graded  MS-65  and  they  are  all  choice  examples  for  their  particular  date.  But  the 
most  remarkable  aspect  of  this  collection  is  that  the  overall  quality  of  the  rare 
varietiesintheseriesmatchesthatof  the  rest  of  the  collection.  Many  of  these  pieces 
were  purchased  at  a  time  when  there  was  considerably  less  interest  in  varieties  and 
it  is  remarkable  that  any  collector  would  be  able  to  locate  so  many  of  these  varieties 
in  such  outstanding  grades. 

The  1842  Small  Date  half  dollar  in  this  collection  has  been  graded  MS-64.  This 
variety  is  almost  never  seen  in  mint  state  and  this  example  has  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
known.  This  particular  variety  has  a  number  of  die  cracks  on  both  the  obverse  and 
reverse  that  identify  the  dies  and  the  die  state  of  this  specimen.  Of  particular  interest 
is  a  significant  die  break  at  the  rim  over  the  letters  TAT  on  the  reverse. 

The  1 846  Over  Horizontal  6  half  dollar  is  a  very  interesting  variety  in  the  series  and 
the  example  in  this  collection  grades  MS-62.  In  this  condition  the  underlying  digit 
is  very  clear  and  there  is  little  doubt  about  the  punching  error.  An  error  variety  of  this 
quality  provides  an  opportunity  to  study  die  characteristics  that  would  not  be  visible 
on  a  lower  grade  specimen. 

The  1 846  Tall  Date  specimen  grades  MS-65  and  displays  all  of  the  fine  detail  of 
an  early  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar.  It  has  incredibly  sharp  detail  that  jumps  out  at  the 
observer  of  this  beautiful  specimen. 
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The  most  magnificent  of  the  early  error  coins  in  this  collection  is  an  example  of 
the  1847/6  variety  that  has  been  graded  MS-63.  This  variety  is  so  rare  that  it  has 
seldom  appeared  in  any  grade  in  even  many  of  the  famous  collections.  It  is 
represented  here  as  an  unbelievable  gem.  The  remains  of  the  base  of  the  4  are 
clearly  visible  below  the  gap  between  the  8  &  4  in  the  date.  The  remains  of  the  earlier 
6  are  also  visible  below  the  gap  between  the  4  &  7  in  the  date.  A  specimen  of  this 
quality  leaves  no  doubt  about  the  overdate  nature  of  this  variety. 

Another  of  the  rare  coins  in  this  collection  is  an  example  of  the  1 855/4  variety  that 
is  represented  by  a  specimen  that  grades  MS-65.  This  coin  clearly  shows  the 
remains  of  the  earlier  crossbar  within  the  lower  loop  of  the  second  5  and  the 
remnants  of  earlier  digits  under  the  8  and  first  5. 

The  1 873  No  Arrows  Open  3  half  in  another  rarity  that  is  seldom  seen  in  any  grade 
and  is  represented  in  this  collection  by  a  specimen  grading  MS-63.  This  coin 
illustrates  the  modification  that  was  made  in  the  last  digit  during  this  year  so  that  it 
could  be  more  easily  recognized  as  a  3.  This  variety  is  very  rare  because  arrows 
were  added  to  the  date  shortly  after  the  few  known  examples  of  this  variety  were 
struck. 


New  Orleans  Mint  Issues 

It  is  difficult  to  appreciate  the  overall  quality  of  the  coins  in  this  collection  without 
listing  the  grades  of  the  New  Orleans  coins  as  a  group.  Table  1  lists  the  date,  variety, 
Wiley-Bugert  designation  and  grade  of  the  New  Orleans  specimens.  It  is  apparent 
from  this  listing  that  James  Pryor  was  seeking  the  best  specimens  available. 

The  1840  Medium  Letters  half  dollar  in  this  collection  grades  MS-63  and  is  an 
outstanding  example  of  this  unusual  variety.  This  variety  has  a  slightly  smaller 
diameter  than  the  Philadelphia  half  dollars  of  this  year  and  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
struck  in  New  Orleans  despite  the  absence  of  a  mintmark.  This  would  have  been 
possible  had  the  New  Orleans  mint  used  an  old  reverse  die  from  the  Capped  Bust 
series  when  the  mintmark  was  located  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  of  this  coin 
shows  the  reverse  die  cracks  through  the  letters  in  AMERICA  that  identify  this 
variety.  It  is  possible  that  additional  study  of  a  specimen  of  this  quality  will  reveal 
further  evidence  of  its  mint  of  origin. 

The  1 842-0  Small  Date  variety  in  this  collection  grades  AU-58.  On  the  surface  this 
does  not  seem  impressive,  except  that  this  is  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  this 
variety  to  date.  This  variety  usually  appears  well  circulated  if  it  appears  at  all.  A 
specimen  of  this  quality  is  of  special  note  since  it  clearly  illustrates  the  die  cracks 
that  place  it  into  the  sequence  of  coins  struck  at  New  Orleans  in  the  early  years  of 
this  branch  mint. 

The  1 846-0  Tall  Date  specimen  grades  MS-63  and  is  an  outstanding  example  of 
this  rare  variety.  This  is  a  recognized  rarity  in  the  series  and  any  coin  even 
approaching  mint  state  would  be  difficult  to  locate. 

The  1 847-0  Doubled  Date  variety  grades  MS-63  and  is  a  beautiful  example  of  an 
extremely  interesting  variety.  The  coin  clearly  shows  the  remains  of  earlier  digits 
punched  far  too  high  over  the  date.  This  specimen  also  has  a  clear  rim  break  over 
the  letters  TED  STA  on  the  reverse.  The  extra  die  defects  make  this  an  interesting 
variety  to  study  in  a  choice  grade. 

The  1 861  -0  Confederate  half  from  the  cracked  obverse  die  is  represented  in  an 


New 


Table  1 
Orleans  Mint  Issues 


WILEY-BUGERT 

WILEY-BUGERT 

GRADE 

DATE 

VARIETY 

VARIETY 

GRADE 

DATE 

VARIETY 

VARIETY 

Small  0 

m-m 

MS-63 

1850-0 

- 

WB-101 

MS-63 

1841-0 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1851-0 

- 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1fi4?-0 

Small  Date 

m-m 

AU-58 

1852-0 

- 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1842-0 

Medium  Date 

WB-102 

MS-64 

1853-0 

Arrows  &  Rays 

WB-101 

MS-62 

1843-0 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1854-0 

Arrows 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1fi44-0 

Doubled  Date 

WB-103 

AU-50 

1855-0 

Arrows 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1 844-0 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1856-0 

- 

WB-101 

MS-64 

184S-0 

No  Drapery 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1857-0 

- 

WB-101 

MS-62 

1845-0 

Repunched  Date 

WB-108 

MS-61 

1858-0 

Repunched  Date 

WB-103 

MS-64 

1 0'tD-U 

Medium  Date 

WB-103 

MS-63 

1859-0 

WB-101 

MS-66 

1846-0 

Tall  Date 

WB-106 

MS-63 

1860-O 

WB-105 

MS-61 

1847-0 

Doubled  Date 

WB-103 

MS-63 

1861-0 

WB-101 

MS-63 

1848-0 

WB-102 

MS-65 

1861-0 

Confederate  Obv. 

WB-102 

MS-64 

1849-0 

WB-101 

MS-62 

Obverse  of  1847-0  Doubled  Date  half  dollar  from  Pryor  collection.  This  coin 
provides  an  example  of  the  overall  quality  of  the  pieces  contained  in  this  outstanding 
collection. 
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MS-64  grade.  This  specimen  is  clearly  from  a  late  die  state  of  this  obverse  that  was 
used  to  strike  the  Confederate  halves. 

San  Francisco  Mint  Issues 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dollars  represent  some  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series. 
The  grades  for  the  coins  from  this  branch  mint  are  listed  in  Table  2.  Again  the  overall 
quality  is  remarkable  for  these  early  branch  mint  coins. 

The  1855-S  issue  was  the  first  half  dollar  struck  in  San  Francisco  and  it  is 
represented  in  this  collection  by  an  incredible  gem  graded  MS-66.  Branch  mint 
coins  seldom  come  in  grades  this  high.  This  date  usually  comes  well  worn  and  is 
virtually  impossible  to  obtain  in  mint  state.  This  coin  is  very  well  struck  and  is  a 
beautiful  example  of  the  early  coins  from  this  western  mint. 

The  1 866-S  No  Motto  half  dollar  was  the  last  issue  struck  before  the  introduction 
of  the  new  With  Motto  type.  The  specimen  represented  in  this  collection  is  graded 
MS-64  and  is  very  sharply  struck. 

The  key  date  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series  is  the  1 878-S  half  dollar. 
This  date  is  very  rare  in  any  grade  and  virtually  impossible  to  locate  in  even  the 
higher  circulated  grades.  The  Pryor  collection  contained  an  incredible  specimen 
graded  MS-64.  This  coin  clearly  shows  the  reverse  die  chip  in  the  shield,  a 
characteristic  that  is  present  on  all  known  genuine  specimens  of  this  date. 

Carson  City  l\^int  Issues 

The  Carson  City  series  is  rather  short  for  half  dollars  but  it  contains  some  very  rare 
coins.  The  overall  quality  of  these  pieces  is  illustrated  in  Table  3.  Most  examples 
from  this  early  western  mint  went  into  circulation  so  mint  state  specimens  are 
treasured  by  collectors  today. 

The  1870-CC  half  dollar  was  the  first  issue  from  this  western  mint  and  is 
represented  in  this  collection  by  a  sharply  struck  specimen  graded  MS-63.  In  this 
grade  the  quality  of  the  coins  struck  in  Carson  City  over  a  century  ago  is  clearly 
demonstrated.  The  1 872-CC  half  dollar  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  and  is  represented 
by  an  MS-62  specimen.  The  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  of  this  specimen  indicate  that 
it  was  struck  from  a  reverse  die  used  during  the  preceding  year.  The  1 878-CC  half 
dollar  is  represented  in  this  collection  by  a  specimen  graded  MS-64.  This  coin 
demonstrates  the  continuing  quality  of  the  early  Carson  City  pieces. 

The  coins  in  the  Pryor  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  possess  an  overall 
quality  that  may  never  be  approached  again.  With  a  larger  number  of  people 
seeking  the  few  choice  specimens  that  are  available  for  each  date,  there  will  be  too 
few  opportunities  for  any  one  individual  to  approach  the  overall  quality  of  this 
collection.  We  all  congratulate  James  B.  Pryor  for  this  outstanding  accomplish- 
ment. A  record  of  the  overall  quality  of  the  collection  has  been  preserved  in  the 
catalogue  of  the  sale  that  has  been  prepared  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Inc. 
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Table  2 
San  Francisco  Mint  Issues 


WILEY-BUGERT 


DATE 

VARIETY 

VARIETY 

GRADE 

1855-S 

- 

WB-101 

MS-66 

1856-S 

- 

WB-101 

AU-58 

1857-S 

Medium  S 

WB-102 

MS-65 

1858-S 

Large  S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1858-S 

Medium  S 

WB-103 

MS-64 

1859-S 

Large  S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1859-S 

Medium  S 

WB-102 

MS-63 

1860-S 

Large  S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1861-S 

Large  S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1861-S 

Medium  S 

WB-102 

MS-64 

1862-S 

Large  S 

WB-101 

MS-63 

1863-S 

Smalls 

WB-102 

MS-64 

1864-S 

Large  S 

WB-101 

MS-62 

1864-S 

Small  s 

WB-103 

MS-64 

1865-S 

Small  s 

WB-102 

MS-64 

DATE 

VARIETY 

WILbi-DUucn  1 
VARIETY 

GRADE 

1866-S 

No  Motto 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1866-S 

With  Motto 

WB-102 

MS-63 

1867-S 

Small  s 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1868-S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1869-S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1870-S 

No  Drapery 

WB-101 

MS-63 

1871-S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1872-S 

Talis 

WB-102 

MS-66 

1873-S 

Arrows 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1874-S 

Small  s 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1  U  1  U  O 

WR-ini 

IVIO  UvJ 

1876-S 

Micro  s 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1877-S 

Type  1  Rev 

WB-101 

MS-65 

1877-S 

Triple  s 

WB-103 

MS-64 

1878-S 

WB-101 

MS-64 

Table  3 
Carson  City  Mint  Issues 


DATE 

VARIETY 

WILEY-BUGERT 
VARIETY 

GRADE 

DATE 

VARIETY 

WILEY-BUGERT 
VARIETY 

1870-CC 

No  Drapery 

WB-101 

MS-63 

1874-CC 

WB-101 

1871-CC 

WB-102 

MS-63 

1875-CC 

Small  CO 

WB-102 

1872-CC 

WB-101 

MS-62 

1876-CC 

Type  1  Rev 

WB-102 

1873-CC 

No  Arrows 

WB-101 

MS-64 

1877-CC 

Type  II  Rev 

WB-103 

1873-CC 

With  Arrows 

WB-102 

MS-64 

1878-CC 

WB-101 

GRADE 

MS-63 
MS-64 
MS-65 
MS-65 
MS-64 
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BETTER  DATES  #38 


Some  things  old.  Some  things  new.  Some  nice.  Something  for  everyone.  Accurately 
described,  fairly  priced.  Trades  considered.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you! 

QUARTERS 

1856-0  F-VF,  deeply  toned  fields    $15 

VF,  old  cleaning,  nicely  retoned  23 

VG-F,  nice  gray,  small  obv  dig  .  40 

VG-F,  obv  scratch,  rev  solder  damage  1 00 

Fair,  clear  date   28 

F-VF,  nice  gray,  scratch  on  obv  49 

VG,  old  faint  obv  scratches   85 

F,  slight  roughness,  old  initials  in  obv  140 

AG/FR,  well  wforn,  faint  mintmark  99 

VF,  obverse  scratch   30 

Ch.AU,  cleaned  proof,  nicely  toned .  80 

1877-  CCAU-UNC,  bold  luster   210 

1 878-  S  VF-XF,  some  pits  &  scratches . .  90 
XF,  solder  removed  from  central  obv  115 
AG/FR,  nice  gray,  old  obv  scratches  70 
VF-XF,  PCGS-35,  deep  original  gray  260 
XF-AU,  some  small  reverse  pits  180 

VF,  cleaned,  retoning    210 

Ch.AU,  russet-gold  toning   360 

HALF  DOLLARS 


HALF  DIMES 

1842-0  XF,  cleaned,  retoned   $425 

1 866     XF,  cleaned,  retoning,  some 

light  marks   395 

DIMES 

1838 

1838 
1840 
1849 
1853 
1856-0 

1859-  0 

1860-  S 
1861 
1861 
1863 
1866 

1866-  S 

1867-  S 

1870-  S 

1871-  S 

1872-  S 
1874-S 
1874-S 
1879 
1880 


F-VF,  Small  stars,  nice  gray 

album  toning  

VG-,  Partial  drapery,  nice  gray  . 
Fair,  With  drapery,  clear  date  . . 
XF,  cleaned,  deep  gray  toning  . 

NA,  F-VF,  hidden  scratch   

F,  cleaned,  repunched  date,  GR-101 
VF-XF,  nice  gray.  Medium  0  . . . 

F,  slightly  rough  surfaces  

VF-XF,  nice  gray,  sharp  

XF,  cleaned,  retoning,  sharp . . . 

G,  tiny  attempted  hole  

VF,  old  light  scratches   425 


$50 
14 
8 

40 
85 
16 
27 
27 
17 
24 
175 


1857-  0 

1858-  S 
1860-S 
1864 
1864 
1865 
1867 
1871 
1873 
1876 


F,  a  few  old  marks,  weak  s 
VF,  nice  gray,  some  obv  marks 

VF,  hole  near  pole  

Ch.XF,  well  struck  

VF-XF,  deep  toning  hides  a  few  marks 

G,  micro  s  

VF,  old  cleaning,  nicely  retoned 

F,  small  scuff  on  obverse   

F,  old  faint  obv  scratches  


QUARTERS 


1838 
1838 
1839 
1839 

1840-  O 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 
1842-0 
1845 
1845 
1847-0 
1850 
1851 
1851-0 
1852 
1852 


G,  nice  gray  

VF,  nice  deep  original  gray  . . . 
VG-I-,  old  cleaning,  light  gray  . 
AU,  dipped,  still  sharp   270 


37 
30 
99 
160 
43 
18 
100 
215 
110 

$9 
60 
14 


1 878-S 

1879 

1880 

1880 

1882 

1882 


XF-AU,  No  Drapery,  lustrous. 
F-VF,  sharp,  light  gray . 
AG,  Small  Date,  nice  gray . 


190 
40 
235 

G,  Small  Date,  nice  gray   335 

50 
225 
41 
48 
225 
360 


1840 

1841-0 

1844-  0 
1845 

1845-  0 

1846-  0 

1846-  0 
1847 

1847-  0 

1848-  0 
1852-0 
1863 
1866 
1868 


F-VF,  Medium  Letters,  light 
roughness    $150 


VF,  old  cleaning,  retoning 

VG,  mottled  original  toning  

Ch.XF,  cleaned,  several  tiny  obv  ticks 
AG-G,  Doubled  date,  WB- 108 . . 
G,  Tall  Date,  some  old  marks . . 
VG-f ,  Tall  Date,  light  gray,  choice 

XF,  medium  gray  

VF,  cleaned,  retoned  

VF,  old  cleaning,  retoning  

VF,  cleaned,  field  smoothed  . . . 

XF,  nice  medium  gray  

VF,  cleaned,  a  few  small  marks 
VG,  deep  original,  old  reverse  rim  nick 


VF,  repunched  45,  original 

Ch.AU,  sharp,  lustrous  

F-VF,  light  gray,  pin  scratches 

F,  light  gray   

Ch.AU,  dipped,  still  sharp  

F-VF,  nice,  sharp 


VF,  light  gray   120 

XF-AU,  original  gray,  lustrous . .  200 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842  G-VG,  some  areas  of  roughness 

1 844  VF-XF,  deep  toning,  old  field  scratches 

1850-0  G-VG,  deep  original,  problem  free 

1859-S  F-VF,  some  old  initials  on  both  sides 

1 868  G-VG,  deep  original,  problem  free 

1872-S  VF,  cleaned,  scruffy  surfaces  . . 

1 873  F-VF,  original  toning,  old  rev  scratches 


65 
20 
50 
8 

80 
220 
70 
45 
39 
99 
110 
45 
45 

$48 
180 
190 
285 
140 
350 
135 


All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  ANA  grading.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage.  Ten  day  return  privilege  for 
coins  in  original  unopened  holder.  Layaway  service  available.  Always  buying  better  dales  and  vaneties. 
Want  lists  solicited. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone  (415)  583-9908 
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How  Did  Some  Liberty  Seated  Carson  City  Coins 
Survive  Without  Being  Toned? 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

The  above  title  suggests  that  collectors  may  have  had  a  plan  to  prevent  tarnish 
from  developing  on  their  silver  coins.  However,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
many  of  these  coins  remained  brilliant  mostly  by  accident  and  that  collectors  of  the 
1 9th  century  had  only  a  cursory  understanding  of  the  chemistry  of  toning.  I  believe 
that  the  1 00  plus  year-old  coins  that  do  not  exhibit  toning  today  were  protected  from 
sulfur  mainly  by  chance  if  they  have  not  been  treated  to  remove  silver  sulfide  from 
their  surfaces.  In  many  cases  the  dull  luster  on  these  coins  is  a  signal  that  they  were 
once  heavily  toned. 

Before  we  get  into  the  subject  of  sulfur  toning,  this  process  should  be  defined. 
I  have  chosen  to  use  the  definition  of  Susan  L.  Maltby,  a  conservator  who  writes  a 
monthly  column  for  Coin  World.  "Toning  is  the  result  of  a  complicated  electrochemi- 
cal process  called  corrosion.  Whether  you  call  the  surface  of  a  coin  corroded ,  toned 
or  tarnished,  the  process  and  the  result  are  still  the  same.  Corrosion  converts  a 
small  amount  of  the  metal  on  the  surface  of  a  coin  to  a  corrosion  product.  This 
corrosion  process  is  irreversible". 

The  intent  of  this  article  is  not  to  debate  whether  some  collectors  prefer  toned 
coins  to  untoned  ones,  but  rather  to  present  a  method  of  storage  which  may  have 
kept  some  Carson  City  coins  from  showing  a  coloration  due  to  the  reaction  of  silver 
with  sulfur  compounds. 

How  Coins  Tone  in  Storage 

Before  today's  plastic  holders  came  on  to  the  scene,  most  coins  were  stored  in 
drawers,  specially  made  wooden  cabinets,  paper  envelopes,  cardboard  coin 
holders,  cigar  boxes,  mint  produced  cardboard  boxes,  mint  sewn  cloth  bags,  paper 
roll  wrappers  and  other  sundry  devices.  Most  of  these  storage  methods  exposed 
coins  to  sulfur  compounds  that  were  present  in  the  solid  or  gaseous  state. 

In  time,  many  Carson  City  silver  coins  developed  a  visible  surface  film  of  metal 
sulfide  from  25  to  125  nanometers  thick.  A  yellow  color  identifies  the  thinnest  film 
while  the  thickest  film  is  black.  Golden,  reddish,  purple  and  blue  films  lie  in  between 
yellow  and  black  in  their  film  thickness. 

The  Chemistry  of  Toning 

Tarnish  or  toning  is  produced  from  a  reaction  between  silver  and  a  wide  range 
of  gaseous  or  solid  sulfur  compounds.  Frequently,  the  sulfur  responsible  for  most 
of  the  toning,  when  coins  are  left  exposed  to  the  open  air,  is  from  hydrogen  sulfide, 
carbonyl  sulfide  or  dimethyl  sulfide.  These  volatile  sulfur  compounds  are  released 
indoors  from  many  sources;  a  few  of  these  being  foods  such  as  egg  yolks,  onions 
or  mayonnaise,  natural  rubber,  certain  paints,  textiles  such  as  wool  or  felt  and 
cigarette  smoke.  Tarnishing  gases  can  be  carried  in  the  air  or  via  dust  and  dirt. 
Additionally,  high  humidity  seems  to  increase  the  rate  of  tarnishing,  as  do  oxidizing 
agents  such  as  oxygen  or  chlorine.  The  equation  for  hydrogen  sulfide  gas  to 
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produce  toning  on  a  silver  coin  is  given  as  follows: 

4Ag  +  2H2S  +  O2  2Ag2S  +  2Hp 

How  Some  Carson  City  Coins  May  Have  Escaped  Heavy  Toning 

Since  It  is  impossible  to  revisit  the  19th  century,  I  have  conducted  an  experiment 
using  the  family's  sterling  silver  composed  of  92.5%  silver  and  7.5%  copper.  I  hoped 
to  determine  if  placing  tarnish  free  silver  in  closed  containers  in  the  kitchen  would 
prevent  toning  from  occurring.  As  a  control,  two  spoons  were  left  suspended  in  the 
open  air  in  the  kitchen.  Two  other  spoons  were  placed  in  closed  containers.  One 
spoon  was  placed  in  a  blue  Milk  of  Magnesia  bottle  and  the  other  in  a  Nestle's  Toll 
House  Morsels  tin.  The  purpose  was  to  see  if  the  spoon  in  the  closed  screw  cap  Milk 
of  Magnesia  bottle  and  the  one  in  the  Nestle's  tin  would  stay  brilliant  while  the 
unprotected  spoons  toned.  Indeed,  the  spoons  in  the  closed  containers  stayed 
brilliant  while  the  unprotected  spoons  tarnished  to  a  gun  metal  blue  in  about  a  year. 
The  experiment  showed  that  if  silver  is  protected  from  sulfur  compounds,  it  will 
remain  brilliant! 

The  vessels  used  were  meant  to  represent  possible  bottle  or  tin  types  available 
100  plus  years  ago.  An  assortment  of  bottles,  glass  hens  and  tin  containers  are 
pictured  in  this  article  as  possible  storage  vessels.  The  Shaker  boxes  shown  would 
not  give  the  best  long  term  protection  from  sulfur  chemistry  since  they  are  porous 
and  made  of  wood. 


Glass  Hen  and  Nestle's  Toll  House  Tin 
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Conclusions 

The  kitchen  was  an  ideal  place  to  run  this  experinnent  because  sulfur  gases  fronn 
cooking  were  readily  available  to  tarnish  silver.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  sulfur 
bearing  gases  form  a  corrosive  atmosphere  that  attacks  silver  artifacts.  It  is  also 
clear  that  silver  is  very  vulnerable  to  attack  from  sulfur  compounds,  especially  in  the 
sulfide  form. 

I  used  silverware  instead  of  silver  coinage  in  this  experiment  because  it  can  be 
cleaned  without  worrying  about  whether  serious  damage  has  occurred.  I  was 
reluctant  to  subject  uncirculated  silver  coins  to  sulfur  chemistry  for  obvious 
reasons. 

As  a  final  observation  in  this  experiment,  I  discovered  that  family  members  were 
able  to  identify  the  toned  spoons  with  their  eyes  closed.  This  was  possible  because 
the  toned  spoons  had  a  rougher  touch  when  compared  to  the  untoned  spoons. 

The  Carson  City  silver  coins  that  today  remain  brilliant  with  full  mint  luster  or 
bloom  are  few  and  far  between.  Is  it  possible  that  they  were  intentionally  placed  in 
covered  containers  to  keep  out  the  corrosive  sulfur  atmosphere?  The  experiment 
described  in  this  article  may  provide  a  partial  answer  to  this  question. 
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QUARTERS 

1853      No  Arrows,  ANACS  AU-50,  a  few  obverse  hairlines,  rare   $1450 

1853-  0    Arrows,  EF,  a  nice  original  coin,  no  problems   165 

1854-  0    Huge  0,  EF,  hairlines  from  old  cleaning,  retoning   575 

1859-S    VF-F,  minor  repair  in  obverse  field   175 

1860      PCGS  MS-60  PQ,  lightly  toned,  a  nice  coin   365 

1875-S    EF-,  cleaned,  lightly  toned,  many  hairlines   85 

1876      Recut  6,  MS-63,  blazing  lustre,  a  few  minor  obverse  hairlines   275 

1880      PCGS  MS-62  PQ,  brilliant  semi-prooflike,  nice   545 

1887      Choice  AU/UNC,  gem  reverse   450 

1887  PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant,  scarce  date   625 

1 890  PCGS  MS-62,  nice,  but  a  bit  lacklustre   450 

1891  Briggs  7-G,  NGC  MS-65,  extra  89  in  denticles,  nice    1250 

1891-S    PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant  prooflike  surfaces   295 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1850      Good 4- ,  darkly  toned,  a  couple  of  tiny  rim  nicks   $145 

1855      EF,  sharp,  old  cleaning    60 

1855-  S    Good-f-,  fine  reverse,  ancient  cleaning   325 

1856-  S    Fine-f,  old  cleaning,  some  minor  obverse  marks    110 

1859      EF,  slightly  dark  but  nice   85 

1862      VF+,  weak  E,  nice  original  coin   85 

1862      EF,  ancient  cleaning,  looks  original,  nice   150 

1866-S    NM,  Good-i-,  old  cleaning   65 

1866-S    NM,  EF,  sharp,  cleaned,  some  obverse  hairlines   450 

1866-S    WM,  EF,  cleaned,  decent   65 

1869      VF-I-,  old  cleaning,  decent   55 

1871-CC  Good+,  old  cleaning   110 

1873-  CC  NA,  Good,  no  problems   130 

1874-  CC  Good,  old  cleaning,  scarce  date   230 

1874-S    VF-I-,  ancient  cleaning,  now  retoned   140 

1888  Good,  old  cleaning,  not  bad   165 

1891       VG,  nice  original,  one  minor  reverse  mark   45 


Orders  over  $1 00  sent  postpaid.  1 0  day  return  privilege.  Many  other 
Seated  coins  in  stock.  Please  send  me  your  want  list.  Buying  all  rare  date 
Seated  material. 

Bob  Foster  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  1966 
Euless,  Texas  76039 
Telephone  (817)  355-1235 
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A  Reason  for  the  1875-77 
Trade  Dollar  Hub  Change  Found 

by 

Tom  DeLorey 

As  the  Technical  Editor  for  Coin  World's  "Comprehensive  Catalogue  &  Encyclo- 
pedia of  United  States  Coins",  I  read  Mike  Fazzari's  articles  on  the  long  forgotten 
third  reverse  hub  for  Trade  Dollars  in  Issues  #61  and  #63  of  the  journal  with  great 
interest.  Imagine  my  surprise  when  I  discovered  the  probable  reason  for  the 
creation  of  this  third  hub  while  examining  a  recently  purchased  Trade  Dollar  just  a 
month  after  his  second  article  appeared. 

The  coin  in  question  is  an  AU  example  of  the  1 877-S  Trade  Dollar,  Obv.  Type  2M/ 
Rev.  Type  2M,  bought  overthe  counter  at  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.  in  downtown  Chicago. 
Upon  examining  this  piece,  I  immediately  noticed  that  both  the  top  and  bottom 
arrow  shafts  on  the  reverse  were  nearly  broken  away.  This  defect  would  have  been 
caused  by  a  broken  hub  that  produced  a  die  with  incomplete  arrow  shafts.  The 
middle  third  of  the  top  arrow  shaft  and  the  left  half  of  the  lower  shaft  were  missing 
from  the  otherwise  raised  design  on  the  hub.  Two  thin  ragged  lines  show  where  the 
metal  fractured  on  the  hub  and  prove  that  this  defect  was  not  the  result  of  a  grease 
filled  die.  I  had  never  seen  this  hub  state  before.  This  coin  also  has  the  lower  right 
serif  of  the  R  of  DOLLAR  broken  off,  a  defect  again  caused  by  a  broken  hub.  Breen 
mentions  an  1 877-S  Trade  Dollar  variety  with  this  serif  missing  in  his  encyclopedia 


1 877-S  Trade  Dollar  with  Broken  Arrow  Shafts 
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as  BR-#581 1 ,  but  he  does  not  mention  the  broken  arrow  shafts  in  describing  this 
variety. 

I  have  had  an  interest  on  Trade  Dollar  hubs  ever  since  I  had  a  brief  glance  at  an 
1 876-S  Trade  Dollar  with  a  doubled  die  obverse.  I  saw  this  coin  during  a  visit  to  the 
offices  of  Coin  World's  Collectors'  Clearinghouse  prior  to  my  employment  there  in 
1 973.  For  over  20  years  I  have  looked  for  a  duplicate  of  that  coin,  without  success, 
hoping  to  prove  a  theory  that  it  was  a  Type  2  hub  over  a  Type  1  hub.  But  in  all  of  that 
time,  I  never  took  the  late  date  reverse  hub  differences  seriously. 

Scouring  my  library,  I  could  not  find  a  mention  of  this  hub  state  with  the  broken 
arrow  shafts  listed  anywhere.  But  in  Appendix  I  of  the  1 965  edition  of  his  book  "The 
United  States  Trade  Dollar",  Trade  Dollar  pioneer  John  Willem  refers  to  a  comment 
by  Paul  W.  Scherf  in  "The  Numismatic  Scrapebook  Magazine"  of  October  1 964  that 
relates  to  this  issue.  He  states  that  "Mr.  Scherf  concludes  that  the  entire  eagle  and 
possibly  the  whole  reverse  was  also  redesigned  in  1 877",  but  no  mention  is  made 
of  hub  states  in  this  appendix. 

Checking  through  back  issues  of  the  journal,  I  found  where  James  Epps 
mentions  what  he  called  the  "feathers  missing"  and  "full  feathered  leg"  reverse 
varieties  for  the  1 877  Trade  Dollar  in  Issue  #1 1  of  the  journal.  He  did  not  describe 
these  varieties  any  further  but  Mike  Fazzari  identified  these  varieties  in  more  detail 
as  reverse  varieties  Type  2Land  Type  2M  in  Issue  #61  of  the  journal.  Epps  however 
did  not  mention  anything  about  hub  breaks  on  Trade  Dollars  in  his  article. 

Now  the  question  to  be  answered  is,  when  did  the  Type  2M  reverse  hub  break, 
and  when  was  it  replaced.  The  Type  1  reverse  of  1873-76,  with  berry  under  claw, 
was  used  on  all  proofs  of  1 873-74,  a  few  proofs  of  1 875,  all  business  strikes  of  1 873- 
74,  and  some  business  strikes  of  1875-76.  According  to  Fazzari's  table  of  known 
hub  combinations,  the  Type  2M  reverse,  with  no  berry  under  claw  and  two  detailed 


and  protruding  feathers  on  the  right  side  of  the  eagle's  tail,  was  introduced  in  1 875. 
It  was  used  for  the  majority  of  1875  proofs,  all  proofs  of  1876-77,  sonne  proofs  of 
1878-79,  and  some  business  strikes  of  1875-77. 

Fazzari  also  states  that  at  least  one  Type  2L  reverse,  with  no  berry  and  two 
smooth  feathers  blended  down  the  right  side  of  the  tail,  has  been  verified  for  an 
1 875-S  coin.  He  states  that  other  Type  2L  reverses  are  known  for  business  strikes 
of  1 876-78  and  proofs  of  1 878-85.  This  usage  pattern  would  strongly  suggest  that 
the  Type  2M  reverse  was  created  before  the  Type  2L  reverse,  and  that  it  was 
gradually  replaced  by  the  Type  2L  reverse. 

One  possible  scenario  would  be  that  a  new  reverse  hub  was  created  in  1 875  from 
an  artist's  model,  a  reverse  hub  that  has  recently  been  identified  as  reverse  Type 
2M.  When  this  hub  began  to  crumble,  a  new  reverse  hub  could  have  been  created 
from  the  same  model.  Hand  finishing  by  the  Engraver  after  transferring  the  design 
to  the  hub  could  easily  account  for  the  minor  differences  that  have  been  observed. 
It  is  not  known  when  production  of  dies  from  the  Type  1  hub  was  stopped,  but 
stockpiled  dies  made  from  it  were  used  through  1 876.  It  is  likewise  not  known  when 
the  production  of  dies  from  the  Type  2M  hub  was  stopped.  Even  though  dies  made 
from  it  were  used  through  1879,  they  could  have  been  stockpiled  by  1875. 

As  a  tentative  conclusion,  I  would  propose  that  this  Broken  Arrows  1 877-S  Trade 
Dollar  was  struck  from  the  last  working  die  made  from  the  Type  2M  reverse  hub  and 
that  the  die  may  have  been  made  as  early  as  1 875.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  one 
or  more  dies  may  have  been  produced  from  this  broken  hub  with  the  missing  arrow 
shafts  added  by  hand  to  the  working  dies.  I  would  like  to  ask  all  LSCC  members  to 
check  their  1875-78  business  strike  Trade  Dollars  for  any  sign  of  hand  tooling  on 
the  arrow  shafts  of  the  Type  2M  reverse  die.  Any  observations  or  comments  may  be 
reported  to  the  Editor  of  the  journal  or  sent  to  me  directly  at  Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd,  31 
N.  Clark  St,  Chicago,  Illinois  60602. 

The  pictures  of  the  1 877-S  Trade  Dollar  with  the  hub  defects  were  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney. 


1 877-S  Trade  Dollar  with  Hub  Defects 
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An  1861-0  Confederate  Half  Dollar  with  No  Die  Break 


by 

Dick  Osburn 

Recently  I  was  fortunate  to  be  able  to  purchase  an  1 861  -0  WB-1 02  Confederate 
half  dollar  In  borderline  nnint  state.  Over  a  period  of  several  years  I  have  owned  at 
least  5  examples  of  this  variety.  When  I  examined  the  new  piece  more  carefully  I 
noticed  a  feature  which  I  hadn't  seen  on  any  other  examples  of  this  variety,  a  small 
tine  just  to  the  left  of  the  top  of  the  first  1  in  the  date.  At  the  time  I  had  two  other 
examples  of  this  variety,  neither  exhibiting  the  tine.  However,  I  had  seen  similar 
features  on  a  number  of  other  coins  in  this  series.  I  have  always  assumed  them  to 
be  the  remains  of  a  mispunched  1 ,  although  there  are  usually  no  other  traces  of  the 
blundered  digit. 

Upon  looking  through  my  other  1861-0  half  dollars,  I  noticed  another  piece 
which  I  had  catalogued  as  having  a  blundered  1 .  It  had  the  same  distinctive  tine. 
Closer  examination  revealed  that  it  was  indeed  struck  from  the  same  obverse  and 
reverse  dies  as  the  Confederate  half,  but  in  an  earlier  die  state,  prior  to  the 
appearance  of  the  die  crack. 

The  obverse  without  the  die  break  is  in  a  much  earlier  state,  with  full  well  defined, 
high  relief  drapery  underthe  elbow.  All  specimens  that  I  have  seen  with  the  die  crack 
have  full  drapery  but  in  much  lower  relief.  The  reverse  in  the  early  die  state  is  also 
much  more  defined.  It  has  the  characteristic  doubling  on  the  tops  of  the  lettering 
UNITED  STATES  and  a  defect  on  the  upper  serif  of  the  letter  F  in  OF.  It  is 


1861-0  WB-1 02  Half  Dollar  with  Tine  over  First  1  in  Date 
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distinguished  from  later  states  by  the  extent  of  outlining  visible  on  the  reverse 
devices.  Late  die  state  coins  with  the  cracked  obverse  have  heavy  outlining 
surrounding  the  eagle,  but  virtually  no  outlining  on  the  letters.  On  early  die  state 
coins,  the  outlining  is  even  heavier  on  the  eagle  but  is  also  readily  visible  on  the 
letters. 

Other  half  dollar  specialists  have  identified  another  1861-0  obverse  die  with  a 
tine  to  the  left  of  the  first  digit  in  the  date.  Since  I  don't  own  an  example  of  this  variety, 
I  do  not  have  information  on  the  relative  position  of  its  tine.  However  the  existence 
of  another  obverse  with  the  distinctive  tine  makes  it  imperative  that  other  diagnostics 
of  the  Confederate  obverse  be  used  to  conclusively  identify  this  variety  before  the 
die  crack  developed.  I  use  the  following  diagnostic  information  to  identify  the  date 
position  on  the  Confederate  obverse: 

A  line  dropped  from  the  lower  tip  of  the  shield  perpendicular  to  the  line  along  the 
base  of  the  date  passes  through  the  opening  between  the  right  edge  of  the  base  of 
the  1  and  the  lower  curve  of  the  8.  The  right  edge  of  the  base  of  the  first  1  is 
positioned  over  the  right  quarter  of  a  denticle.  The  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  first 
1  is  over  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  right  edge  of  the  base  of  the  second  1  is  over 
a  point  just  to  the  left  of  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the 
second  1  is  also  over  a  point  just  to  the  left  of  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle. 

Apparently  this  early  state  of  the  WB-102  marriage  could  have  been  struck  by 
either  the  Union  or  the  Confederacy.  I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with 
other  club  members  who  have  done  research  on  the  1861-0  half  dollar.  I  can  be 
contacted  as  follows:  Dick  Osburn,  17  Harbor  Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565. 
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1856  Half  Dime,  MS-63 

Struck  From  Clashed  Dies,  Very  Early  Die  State 
This  is  a  most  unusual  coin  with  the  horizontal  stripes  of  Liberty '  s  shield 
as  sharp  on  the  reverse  as  they  are  on  the  obverse.  The  denticles  are  90% 
fully  struck  on  both  sides  of  the  coin.  It  possesses  superb  mint  luster,  and 
if  slabbed,  might  grade  MS-64.  For  the  half  dime  variety  connoisseur. 
Price:  $1,856.00 

14  Day  Return  Privilege. 


Ace  Co. 

P.O.  Box  560184  •  Orlando,  Florida  32856 
Telephone  (407)  682-0936  after  7  PM 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 


HALF  DIMES  HALF  DIMES 


1838 

XF-45,  Small  Stars,  early  die 

1857-0  VF-20,  attractive  light  toning .... 

$27.50 

state,  dark  gray   $145 

00 

1857-0  VF-35,  a  few  light  marks,  nice 

1838-0 

XF-40,  cleaned,  probably  buried, 

light  &  dark  gray   

32.50 

slightly  sandblasted,  old  scratches . 

150 

00 

1858 

F-15,  over  inverted  date,  pleasing 

1842-0 

XF-40,  lightly  toned  original, 

&  unimpaired  

47.50 

sharp  strike,  one  old  long 

1858 

VF-25,  short  pole  variety,  a  bit 

scratch  in  obverse  field  

275 

00 

dark,  decent  

27.50 

1843 

VF-25,  shattered  reverse  die. 

1858 

XF-45,  sharp  original  gray 

45.00 

pleasing  original   

25 

00 

1858-0 

VF-30,  old  cleaning,  pretty  toning 

30.00 

1843 

VF-30,  nice  for  grade  

25 

00 

1859 

F-15,  old  light  cleaning  

22.50 

1844 

VF-25,  Repunched  date  1844/184, 

1859 

VF-25, 1859/1859  repunched 

pleasing  original   

25 

00 

date,  pleasing  example  

40.00 

1845 

VF-35,  Repunched  date  1845/1845, 

1859-0 

XF-40,  a  decent  example  

85.00 

mark  in  obv  field   

22 

50 

1860 

VF-30,  pleasing  light  toning  . . . 

22.50 

1847 

VF-25,  nice  for  grade  

20 

00 

1861 

AU-50,  attractive  golden  highlights . 

55.00 

1847 

XF-45,  choice  original  

47 

50 

Ar  *tU,  [Jicaotiiy  uiiyiiiai  

27,50 

1848-0 

VG8/G5,  lightly  cleaned  

14 

50 

1863 

PCGS  VF-30,  pleasing  original. 

F-12,  V-2,  early  die  state,  nice  original 

22 

50 

Kof+Dr  HatD 

295.00 

1849/6 

AU-50,  V-2,  late  die  state,  reverse 

1863 

XF-40,  lightly  cleaned,  small 

die  breaks,  old  staple  mark  in 

obverse  field  scratch  

325.00 

obv  field  

95 

00 

1864-S 

XF-40,  nice  original,  minor 

1851-0 

VF-25,  cleaned,  a  few  small  marks  . 

32 

50 

obverse  rim  mark  

180.00 

1852 

VF-30,  original,  unimpaired,  nice 

1865 

XF-45,  old  light  cleaning. 

for  grade  

25 

00 

rare  date  

500.00 

1852 

AU-58,  mint  state  except  for 

1866 

G-5,  old  obverse  scratch. 

linht  rpvfirsf!  snratnh 

11fi 

00 

tough  date  

250.00 

1853 

XF-40,  With  arrows,  attractive  original  40 

00 

1867 

XF-45,  black,  red  &  green  toning. 

1853 

AU-50,  With  arrows,  heavily  die 

die  clashed,  rare   

600.00 

clashed,  sharp  

80 

00 

1867-S 

VF-25,  a  few  very  minor  rim 

1853-0 

F-12,  No  arrows,  a  few  old 

scuffs,  original  

55.00 

scratches  and  marks  

225 

00 

1868-S 

AU50/AU58,  old  light  cleaning. 

1853-0 

F15A/F20,  No  arrows,  old  scratch 

nice  

135.00 

through  lap,  scattered  old  marks. 

1869 

VF-20,  old  light  cleaning 

30.00 

old  cleaning,  retoned   

250 

00 

1872 

ANACS  MS-62,  mottled  blue. 

1856 

XF-45,  full  bold  denticles,  very 

gold  &  red  toning,  sharp  

135.00 

scarce  as  such,  nice  

85 

00 

1872-S 

VF-20,  mintmark  below  wreath, 

1856-0 

VF-25,  lightly  cleaned,  retoned,  a 

attractive  for  grade   

12.50 

few  tiny  marks  

27 

50 

Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  list.  Conservative  grading  and 
accurate  descriptions  guaranteed.  10  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original 
holders.  Please  add  $2  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents 
please  add  sales  tax.  Please  list  alternative  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 


Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G  •  Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064 
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The  Case  of  the  Counterfeit  Coin:  A  Holmesian 
Numismatic  Investigation 

by 

Jeff  Rock 

As  an  avid  fan  of  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's  famous  fictional  detective  Sherlock 
Holmes,  I've  always  looked  forward  to  those  decidedly  rare  moments  in  numismat- 
ics where  one  could  solve  a  mystery  just  as  the  master  himself  taught:  examine  the 
evidence,  make  your  deductions  based  on  that  evidence,  and  if  anything  conflicts 
with  your  theory,  no  matter  how  badly  you  want  it  to  be  right,  discard  the  theory,  not 
the  evidence.  Earlier  this  year  I  acquired  a  coin  that  allowed  me  to  put  on  my 
deerstalker  cap,  light  my  meerschaum  pipe  and  try  out  some  deductive  reasoning 
on  my  own. 

The  coin  in  question  is  a  major  rarity  in  numismatics,  an  1 846-0  Liberty  Seated 
dime.  This  piece  is  so  rare,  in  fact,  that  it  doesn't  even  exist!  Specialists  in  the  series 
know  that  the  New  Orleans  Mint  struck  dimes  from  1 838  up  until  1 845;  then,  after 
athree  year  hiatus,  production  resumed  in  1849.  No  pieces  were  struck  bearing  the 
dates  1 846, 1 847  or  1 848.  Now,  I  should  mention  one  small  detail  that  might  make 
a  difference  to  the  prospective  buyer  who  might  wish  to  purchase  this  hitherto 
unknown  rarity.  The  coin  is  counterfeit! 

Accompanying  the  coin,  and  making  it  even  more  interesting,  are  an  envelope 
and  letter,  the  latter  dated  October  22,  1847,  which  purport  to  tell  the  entire  story 
of  the  coin;  a  story,  that  if  it  were  true,  would  add  another  chapter  to  United  States 
mint  history.  Not  wanting  to  be  accused  of  withholding  key  information  until  the  end 
of  the  story,  here  are  the  clues.  I've  left  the  spelling,  punctuation  and  syntax  exactly 
as  in  the  original  document,  which  occasionally  makes  for  complicated  and 
convoluted  reading,  but  which  is  also  part  of  its  charm.  The  letter  reads  as  follows: 

Oct  22,  1847 

Dear  Uncle  Will: 

You  asked  me  in  your  last  letter  why  I  did  not  send  you  a  1 00  peace,  250  pease, 
half  dime  &  dime's  quarter's  and  half  dimes,  1 846  year  was  not  struck  at  our  mint. 

I  sent  you  two  500  pease's  different  strikes,  a  dollar,  one  $2 1 12  gold  $5.  gold  $1 0. 
gold  thatthat  was  all  the  coinage  struck  atthis  mint.  I  am  inclosing  a  1 00  pattern  coin 
struck  in  brass  from  a  broken  die  that  I  sneaked  out,  it  has  no  value  but  I  thought 
you  would  like  to  have  it  for  a  keep  sake. 

I  will  have  a  vacation  in  June  and  I  will  come  to  Savanahto  see  you  and  Aunt  Vic. 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  Aunt  Vic  has  the  fever.  We  have  a  lot  of  it  here  too.  Will  close  this 
for  now  will  send  you  the  1 858  coins  as  soon  as  they  come  out.  Love  to  all  the  kid, 
you  &  Aunt  Vic.  Write  soon  tell  me  the  news,  there 

Yours  Always 

Louise  Crawford 

I  have  moved  to  #174  W.  Rampart  St. 

The  envelope  is  addressed,  in  what  appears  to  be  the  same  hand  to "  Mr  William 
Crawford,  Room  #6,  Oglethorpe  House,  Savanah,  Georgia".  Written  in  the  upper 
right  corner  of  the  envelope  is  "J. P.  Cannon  Capt./  Rec.  Oct  29  1 847/  [27?]  Cents". 
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The  postage  amount  is  partially  effaced,  but  appears  to  be  27.  The  words  "PAID/ 
CANCELLED"  are  stamped  over  this  in  black  ink.  On  the  back  of  the  envelope  there 
is  a  wax  seal.  Written  above  the  seal  is  "November  1 6. 1 847/ J. P.  Cannon  Capt./S.S. 
Mobile".  The  envelope  was  opened  at  the  top,  and  the  first  line  of  text  has  been  lost. 

Holmes'  companion  Dr.  Watson  may  have  considered  the  matter  solved,  the 
coin  being  a  sort  of  numismatic  hybrid,  an  unofficial  striking  from  official  mint  dies. 
Holmes,  however,  would  have  certainly  not  accepted  things  atface  value  and  would 
have  made  sure  that  the  accompanying  evidence  corroborated  the  theory  that  was 
proposed.  I  invite  you  to  follow  along  in  investigating  a  case  that  would  have  made 
for  an  amusing  persuit  for  Mr.  Holmes. 

Because  of  the  ambiguous  use  of  punctuation,  there  are  two  possible  interpre- 
tations of  the  letter.  The  first  is  that  Ms.  Crawford  sneaked  out  actual  dies  from  the 
mint,  which  were  used  to  strike  this  brass  pattern,  outside  of  the  Mint.  The  second 
possibility  is  that  it  was  the  coin  itself  that  was  sneaked  out  of  the  Mint,  but  that  it  had 
been  struck  inside  that  facility. 

In  regards  to  the  first  possibility,  Ms.  Crawford  would  be  asserting  that  the  brass 
pattern  that  she  sent  was  struck  from  dies  that  were  sneaked  out  of  the  New  Orleans 
Mint.  Assuming  for  the  moment  that  the  letter,  envelope  and  the  coin  are  all  genuine 
products  of  the  era,  this  would  certainly  say  something  about  the  quality  of  security 
precautions  at  the  New  Orleans  mint!  Aside  from  armed  robbery,  the  only  feasible 
way  to  remove  a  pair  of  dies  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  would  be  for  them  to  be 
smuggled  out  by  someone  who  worked  at  the  mint  in  some  capacity.  The  Official 
Register  of  Government  Employees  for  the  years  1845,  1847  and  1849  show  no 
Louise  Crawford  being  employed  in  either  the  Mint  or  in  any  other  government 
facility  in  or  around  New  Orleans.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  that  an  ordinary  citizen 
would  have  access  to  the  dies,  so  the  only  other  plausible  explanation  would  be  that 
Ms.  Crawford  was  actually  Mrs.  Crawford  and  that  her  husband  worked  for  the  Mint 
in  some  capacity  and  was  responsible  for  acquiring  the  dies.  Unfortunately,  this 
would  seem  to  contradict  her  phrasing  in  the  letter  of  "I  sneaked  out"  the  dies  or 
coin.  There  is  also  the  sad  fact  that  no  Mr.  Crawford  was  working  for  the  Mint  at  this 
time  either. 


^  ^         '     /        y        ^    yy  '■''^^■^■"^ 
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Part  of  Letter  Describing  1846-0  Dime  as  a  Pattern 
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The  second  possibility  is  just  as  implausible.  First  of  all,  the  die  work  is  not  even 
close  to  Mint  quality.  Second,  the  planchet  stock  is  entirely  wrong  in  composition, 
diameter  and  thickness,  which  means  that  entirely  different  planchet  preparation 
and  cutting  machinery  was  used  for  this  piece.  Third,  the  piece  has  seen  a  fair 
amount  of  circulation,  which  certainly  wasn't  acquired  at  the  Mint.  Since  the  letter 
and  coin  can  reasonably  be  assumed  to  have  stayed  together  for  some  time,  it 
means  that  this  circulation  was  acquired  prior  to  its  supposed  transmittal  by  Ms. 
Crawford.  Finally,  as  described  above,  no  Louise  Crawford  was  actually  employed 
atthe  New  Orleans  Mint,  and  the  odds  of  an  ordinary  citizen  of  the  city  being  allowed 
into  the  coining  or  counting  rooms  and  having  sufficient  opportunity  to  pocket  a  coin 
or  two  certainly  boggles  the  imagination! 

In  the  same  sentence,  Ms.  Crawford  says  the  piece  was  struck  from  a  broken  die. 
What  may  look  like  a  die  break  on  either  side  of  the  coin  in  the  accompanying 
photographs  is  actually  a  small  crack  in  the  planchet,  not  a  die  break.  This  is  an 
understandable  error,  as  very  little  information  on  the  minting  process  was  available 
at  the  time,  though  one  would  certainly  expect  a  Mint  employee  or  someone  so 
familiar  with  the  Mint  that  they  had  the  run  of  the  facility,  to  have  a  slightly  better 
understanding! 

The  third  paragraph  contains  what  can  only  be  called  a  wonderful  Freudian  slip. 
The  author  states  that  she  will  send  the  1858  coins  as  soon  as  they  come  out.  As 
the  letter  purports  to  have  been  written  in  1 847,  the  writer  almost  certainly  meant  to 
say  the  1 848  coins.  Although  I've  certainly  misdated  checks  and  letters  shortly  after 
the  first  of  January,  I  don't  think  that  I've  ever  been  off  by  a  decade.  Of  course,  if  the 
letter  was  written  at  a  later  date,  the  mistake  would  be  a  little  more  explicable,  though 
no  less  foolhardy. 

At  this  point.  Holmes  would  probably  announce  that  one  of  the  monographs  he 
had  written,  "Early  Nineteenth  Century  Paper  Types  and  Watermarks",  had  helped 
him  determine  thatthe  letter  was  actually  from  a  later  period.  Unfortunately,  we  don't 
have  access  to  the  Holmesian  archives,  but  we  can  definitely  say  that  the  fabric  and 
the  feel  of  the  letter  are  different  from  other  documents  known  to  date  from  this 
period,  though  they  don't  appear  to  be  of  modern  origin. 

Before  leaving  the  esteemed  Louise  Crawford  and  her  implausible  letter  for  an 
examination  of  the  envelope,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  no  one  of  that  name  is 
listed  in  Michel  &  Co.'s  New  Orleans  Annual  and  Commercial  Register  for  1846, 
though  there  is  a  George  Crawford  listed  as  living  at  17  Rampart  Street! 

Turning  to  the  next  piece  of  evidence  in  the  case,  our  modern  minds  are  struck 
by  the  fact  that  the  envelope  bears  no  stamp.  It  turns  out  that  this  is  exactly  what  is 
expected  forthe  era,  so  the  envelope  cannot  be  condemned  on  those  grounds.  The 
first  adhesive  postage  stamps  were  authorized  by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1847.  Prior 
to  this,  letters  were  marked  PAID  or  DUE,  either  handwritten  or  with  a  prepared 
hand-stamp,  usually  with  the  amount  of  postage  needed  written  or  stamped  in  as 
well,  and  delivered  by  the  postal  system.  Payment  upon  receipt  for  the  cost  of 
postage  led  to  many  abuses  and  stuck  the  Post  Office  with  a  large  volume  of 
unclaimed  mail  that  had  been  carried  without  any  sort  of  compensation  to  the 
government.  The  use  of  adhesive,  prepaid  stamps  was  intended  to  correct  this 
problem,  but  it  would  have  taken  several  months  to  print  and  distribute  these  first 
stamps,  and  their  use  would  have  certainly  not  been  universal  for  several  years, 
even  in  a  major  city  like  New  Orleans. 
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Upon  further  examination,  the  envelope  offers  even  more  clues.  The  notations  in 
the  upper  right  corner  of  the  front  and  on  the  back  side  indicate  that  the  envelope 
was  not  sent  though  the  regular  postal  system.  The  style  and  wording  suggest  that 
it  was  sent  via  water  to  Georgia.  This,  too,  is  within  the  realm  of  probability.  During 
the  period  in  question,  the  rates  charged  by  the  official  Post  Office  were  considered 
quite  high  and  many  private  companies  delivered  mail,  sometimes  on  a  fixed 
schedule,  sometimes  on  a  space  available  basis,  in  direct  competition  with  the 
government.  Both  land  and  water  mail  routes  were  used  by  these  private  carriers. 
Some  of  the  latter  had  contracts  with  the  Post  Office  Department  and  actually 
provided  for  their  compensation  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per  letter,  while  others 
charged  less  than  the  prevailing  government  rates,  but  made  no  promise  of  fast  or 
efficient  delivery.  The  postal  stamp  collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  contains 
a  number  of  envelopes  that  were  sent  by  steam  boat,  mail  boat  and  private  vessels. 
As  with  the  specimen  accompanying  this  1 846-0  dime,  the  Smithsonian  envelopes 
were  usually  hand-stamped  PAID  or  DUE,  usually  with  some  indication  that  the  mail 
was  sent  by  boat,  such  as  a  handstamp  containing  the  name  of  the  vessel.  The 
handstamps  used  on  the  envelope  under  investigation  match  up  to  no  examples 
found  in  the  Smithsonian  collection  or  mentioned  in  any  of  the  philatelic  reference 
works. 

An  examination  of  contemporary  newspapers  show  that  no  vessel  named  S.S. 
Mobile  was  docked  in  New  Orleans  during  the  period  in  question.  There  was  also 
no  indication  of  a  Captain  J. P.  Cannon  having  been  associated  with  any  other 
vessel  that  was  docked  at  the  time.  Docking  records  for  Savannah,  Georgia  seem 
to  be  lost,  so  there  is  certainly  the  possibility  that  such  a  boat  was  based  in  Georgia 
or  that  it  was  a  small,  private  vessel  not  mentioned  in  official  records.  Directories  of 
the  period  for  Savannah,  Georgia  show  no  William  Crawford  at  all,  and  no  listing  of 
Oglethorpe  House  as  either  a  boarding  or  guest  house.  At  this  point.  Dr.  Watson 
would  have  probably  committed  literary  heterogony  and  mumbled  something  akin 
to  "curiouser  and  curiouser",  but  Holmes  would  have  turned  to  the  final  piece  of 
evidence,  the  coin  itself,  which  is  where  we  now  turn  our  attention. 


1846-0  Counterfeit  Dime 
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The  obvious  thing  about  the  coin  is  its  crudeness.  There  is  no  way  that  the  coin 
could  have  been  struck  fronn  dies  made  at  the  Mint.  Ms.  Liberty  is  short,  stocky  and 
she  has  a  thick  neck.  The  lettering  is  fairly  well  executed,  and  the  punches  used  to 
make  the  die  were  certainly  passable  in  terms  of  quality,  though  a  close  examination 
shows  them  to  be  quite  different  from  the  punches  used  on  official  circulating 
coinage  of  the  era.  The  diagnostics  of  the  coin  are  as  follows:  1 8.3mm  in  diameter, 
brassy  composition,  with  a  weight  of  27.7  grains,  a  little  bit  larger,  but  thinner  and 
lighter  than  the  official  mint  products  of  the  period.  The  mintmark  is  small  and  low 
and  it  is  positioned  slightly  right  of  center.  The  layout  of  the  reverse  die  is  different 
from  that  of  all  genuine  issues  of  the  era.  The  berries  are  on  large  stems,  like  the 
reverses  used  from  1 838  to  1 840,  but  the  placement  of  berries  is  different  on  this 
die.  There  is  one  berry  between  the  TA  of  STATES  and  others  under  the  first  A,  under 
the  E  and  between  the  CA  of  AMERICA. 

Atthis  point  both  Holmes  and  Watson  would  have  long  since  agreed  thatthe  coin 
is  a  counterfeit  and  that  the  letter  and  envelope  are  fabrications  as  well,  probably 
made  up  solely  to  deceive  some  collector.  And  that  is  exactly  what  happened!  The 
coin  was  acquired  by  numismatist  Nate  S.  Shapero,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Cunningham  Drugs.  It  was  probably  acquired  by  him  sometime  in  the  1 950s  and 
was  donated,  along  with  selected  other  pieces  from  his  collection,  to  the  National 
Bank  of  Detroit's  Money  Museum  in  1960.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Shapero 
considered  the  coin  genuine,  as  the  bank's  museum  carried  it  in  their  books  as 
inventory  #2-4-063  and  listed  it  as  "U.S.  Pattern  1 00  piece  in  brass.  1 846  and  letter". 
This  listing  completely  missed  the  fact  that  it  had  an  O  mintmark!  It  carried  an 
Acquisition  Value  of  $421 ,  afairly  high  price  at  that  time.  An  appraisal  made  around 
1985  gave  the  piece  a  value  of  "$0",  which  means  that  at  some  point  during  the 
succeeding  quarter  century,  someone  had  taken  a  closer  look  at  the  coin. 

A  possible  reconstruction  of  events  is  as  follows:  The  counterfeit  dime  itself  was 
probably  produced  to  circulate,  not  to  deceive  a  numismatist,  and  judging  from  the 
worn  and  somewhat  damaged  condition  of  the  piece,  it  must  have  seen  some  actual 
use  as  currency.  The  fact  that  it  bears  the  date  and  mintmark  of  a  coin  that  was  not 
struck  may  not  have  been  known,  or  even  been  important,  to  the  counterfeiter.  Both 
dies  were  made  from  scratch,  that  is,  neither  die  was  made  specifically  from  a  struck 
coin.  If  the  coin  was  manufactured  somewhere  in  the  South,  the  vast  majority  of 
coins  in  circulation  would  have  borne  the  familiar  O  mintmark,  and  if  it  was  struck 
in  or  around  the  year  dated,  the  explanation  is  simple.  The  counterfeiter  knew  of 
earlier  dated  O  mint  dimes  and,  assuming  thatthe  series  was  an  ongoing  one,  dated 
his  die  either  in  the  current  year  or  one  that  had  recently  passed. 

The  coin  probably  circulated  for  some  time,  before  it  eventually  ended  up  in  the 
possession  of  someone  who  had  at  least  some  interest  in  numismatics.  Collecting 
by  mintmarks  was  popularized  in  1 893  by  Augustus  G.  Heaton  with  the  publication 
of  his  book  "A  Trestise  of  the  Coinage  of  the  United  States  Branch  Mints". 
Information  published  priortothattimewassketchy  at  best,  though  mintage  figures 
were  readily  available  for  most  branch  mint  issues.  This  unknown,  unscrupulous, 
but  very  creative  individual  decided  to  fabricate  a  story  to  increase  the  value  of  what 
was  a  virtually  worthless  counterfeit  coin.  The  letter  and  envelope  were  manufac- 
tured to  give  credence  to  the  story.  Presumably  the  coin  and  supporting  documents 
were  then  sold  to  some  gulible  collector  of  the  day.  Judging  from  the  fabric  of  the 
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letter  and  envelope,  they  were  probably  produced  In  the  1 880s  or  1 890s,  at  a  time 
when  patterns  were  quite  enthusiastically  collected.  The  location  of  the  coin  from 
its  manufacture  until  the  time  it  was  acquired  by  Shapero  is  unknown,  though  a 
check  of  the  auction  sales  and  major  publications  of  the  past  century  has  failed  to 
turn  up  mention  of  the  coin  in  any  of  the  major  collections. 

The  coin  and  letter  were  reunited  by  Craig  Whitford  and  sold,  correctly  cata- 
logued as  counterfeits,  in  his  sale  of  the  NBD  Money  f^useum  collection,  on  April 
26, 1 993.  Although  the  value  of  the  coin  and  letter  are  small  in  terms  of  actual  dollar 
amount,  their  value  as  a  fantastic  piece  of  chicanery  in  numismatics  is  immense. 

At  this  point  one  would  expect  Holmes  to  pick  up  his  violin,  unstop  his  vial  of 
cocaine  and  wait  for  the  next  adventure  to  come  along.  For  my  part,  however,  I'd 
like  to  thank  a  number  of  people  who  helped  with  this  research  project:  Craig 
Whitford,  for  locating  NBD's  original  ledger  account  of  the  piece;  Q.  David  Bowers, 
for  reading  the  manuscript;  the  staff  of  the  National  Archives,  especially  the  Civil 
Reference  Librarian,  for  their  help  in  locating  the  government  employee  records  for 
the  era;  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  assistance  in  describing  envelopes  of  the 
1840s  as  well  as  private  mail  routes;  the  Interlibrary  Loan  staff  at  San  Diego  State 
University  for  patiently  tracking  down  microfilm  copies  of  contemporary  city 
directories;  finally,  to  the  published  writings  of  John  J.  Ford  Jr.,  Eric  P.  Newman, 
R.W.  Julian,  Michael  Hodder  and  the  late  Walter  Breen,  each  of  whom  has 
demonstrated  exactly  how  numismatic  research  should  be  performed. 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1871-CC  VG,  even  wear,  scarce  $100 

1874-S      Choice  XF-h,  original    225 

1891         XF,  mottled  surface,  some  minor  marks  .. .  90 

10  Day  Return  Privilege 
Please  add  $2.00  for  Postage 

Paul  Brill  •  LSCC#749 

230  Mitchell  Road  •  Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina  28387 
Telephone  (919)  692-8317  evenings 
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The  1850-O/O  Medium  O  Dime 


by 

Chris  Pilliod 

I  recently  purchased  an  1 850-O  Medium  O  dime  that  clearly  exhibits  repunching 
of  the  mintmark.  The  coin  grades  a  choice  VF  and  the  remains  of  an  earlier  mintmark 
can  be  seen  within  the  oval  of  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  at  the  1 2  o'clock  position. 
The  remains  of  the  earlier  mintmark  are  very  clear  on  this  specimen  but  the  extra 
segment  may  be  much  more  difficult  to  see  in  a  later  die  state.  I  would  be  interested 
in  hearing  from  anyone  who  has  an  example  of  this  variety  with  the  extra  segment 
still  visible.  It  is  possible  that  in  a  lower  grade  this  segment  would  appear  to  be  a  nick 
or  ding  from  circulation  during  the  last  century. 


Reverse  of  1850-O  Medium  O  Dime  witli  Repunched  Mintmark 
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Liberty  Seated  Halves  for  Sale  or  Trade 

I  will  sell  at  prices  listed  or  trade  for  Seated  halves  I  need.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Two  week  return 
privilege  for  any  reason.  Please  add  $3  for  insurance  on  orders  under  $250.  Write  for  trades.  Send  list  of 
what  you  have  and  need.  I  collect  by  die  marriage  and  variety,  so  I  have  a  long  list  of  needs.  Other  halves 
available.  Write  for  connplete  list. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1840-O  VerySmallo,WB-102,  F-12, 

very  scarce   $69 

1840-O  Small  o,WB-103,VG-10+, 

heavily  cracked  reverse  die   59 

1 842     Recut  date  &  errant  8,  XF-45, 

WB-106,  first  marriage   99 

1842  Medium  date,  recut  8,  AU-50  . .  169 

1 843  Multiple  recut  43,  XF-40,  unlisted 
variety.  4  tripled,  3  recut  south  .  119 

1843-0  Doubled  date,  WB-1 03,  XF-45, 

second  marriage   99 

1 844  Recut  844,  VF-25,  unlisted, 

original  punch  slants  up   129 

1845  XF-45,  lightly  cleaned    125 

1845  Recut  1,  unlisted,  VF-30, 

Recutting  above  top  of  1   149 

1 845-0  Recut  845,  WB-1 05,  VF-30,  very 

early  die  state   79 

1 845-  0  Recut  1 ,  F-1 2,  unlisted,  recutting 

shows  below  serif  of  1   49 

1 846  Medium  date,  so-called  6/5, 
WB-102,  AU-58,  second  marriage  190 

1846-  0  Recut  date,  WB-1 03,  VF-30....  39 
1846-0   Recut  846,  WB-1 05,  F-15,  first 

marriage,  heavily  cracked  reverse  49 
1848     Recut  18,  WB-103,  doubled 

reverse,  XF-,  very  early  die  state  169 

1849-  0  No  drapery,  XF-40,  die  cracks  .  59 

1850-  O  Doubled  obverse,  F-12,  unlisted 

variety   49 

1856-  0  Repunched  56,  WB-103,  G-4  ..  17 

1857  Blundered  date  in  rock,  WB-102, 
AU-50,  very  early  die  state   179 

1 857-  0  Blundered  date,  WB-1 02,  VF-35, 

7  in  rock,  57  in  skirt   79 

1858  Tripled  head  die,  WB-102, 

VF-20    39 

1 858      Errant  88  in  rock,  WB-1 08,  VF-20, 

middle  state,  only  one  8  shows  39 
1 858     Blundered  date.  85  in  denticles, 

XF-42,WB-109    525 

1 858-  0  Errant  1 8  in  rock,  WB- 1 04, 

AU-50   119 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 858-0  Blundered  date,  WB-1 05,  VF-25, 

errant  8s  in  rock  &  denticles ...  $69 

1 858-0  Top  of  errant  1  in  denticles, 

VG-8,  WB-106,  first  marriage...  29 

1 858-0  Errant  8  from  rock,  WB-1 08, 

XF-45,  first  marriage    79 

1858-  0  Base  of  blundered  1  in  shield, 

XF-45,  unlisted   119 

1859  Type  2  rev,  WB-1 02,  AU-50....  165 
1859     Repunched  1,VG-10,  unlisted  .  49 

1859-  0  Errant  9  in  denticles,  WB-102, 

VF-25    49 

1 859-  0  Errant  9  from  rock,  WB-1 03,  VF-30, 

a  few  small  nicks  &  scratches . .  49 

1 860-  O  Type  1  rev,  WB-1 01 ,  XF-40  ....  49 

1860-  O  Eagle  laying  egg,  WB-104,  VF-35  39 

1861-  0  Confederate  obverse,  VG- 10, 

early  die  state,  no  die  crack  ...  39 

1861-  0  Crack  bisecting  date,  WB-103, 

VF-20,  three  tiny  obv  rim  ticks  .  49 

1 862-  S   Large  S,  Blundered  1 ,  XF-40,  extra 

1  in  gown,  unlisted    149 

1864-S  Small  wide  perfect  s, 

WB-102,  G-4   29 

1866     6  in  denticles,  WB-102,  VG-10, 

cleaned   29 

1866     Errant  1  from  hand,  WB-103, 

XF-42    169 

1 866-  S   With  Motto,  VG-8,  digit  in  denticles 

&  doubled  rev    59 

1867-  S  Doubled  rev  die,  WB-102, 

XF40/VF30   79 

1873     Large  Arrows,  WB-106,  G-6, 

no  drapery   39 

1 873     Short  arrows,  WB-1 07,  scarce 

VG-10   29 

1875-S   Small  wide  s,  WB-104,  F-12  ...  59 

1876  876  recut  north,  F15/XF40, 

unlisted,  6  is  tripled   99 

1877  Type  1  transitional  rev,  G4/G5, 

WB-1 02,  extremely  rare   625 

1877-S  Tripled  S,  WB-1 03,  G-6,  rare...  39 
1881     Transitional  reverse,  PR-58,  unlisted  775 


Dick  Osburn 

17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (713)  334-2476 
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An  1885  Study  of  Wear  Patterns 


by 

David  W.  Lange 

In  the  course  of  performing  routine  research  for  my  job  with  NGC,  I  came  across 
an  interesting  report  which  was  originally  published  in  the  Report  of  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  for  the  Year  1886  and  later  reprinted  in  The  Numismatist  for  May,  1952. 
Since  it  pertains  primarily  to  coins  of  the  Liberty  Seated  type,  I  thought  it  might  be 
interesting  to  club  members.  It  is  reprinted  below  exactly  as  written: 

The  results  of  an  examination  of  a  large  number  of  subsidiary  silver  coins  of  the 
United  States  taken  from  the  different  sub-treasuries  were  published  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  1885.  (Finance  Report  1885,498,499.) 

From  an  examination  of  200,000  half-dollars  the  average  loss  per  piece  on  683 
pieces  tested,  bearing  dates  between  1806  and  1836,  was  5.29  grains  per  piece, 
or  about  2.5  per  cent  of  loss. 

On  3,849  pieces  struck  between  1 837  and  1 852  the  average  loss  per  piece  was 
4.46  grains,  or  about  2.1 6  per  cent. 

On  91 ,635  pieces,  bearing  dates  from  1 853  to  1 873,  the  average  loss  per  piece 
was  4.38  grains,  or  about  2.28  per  cent. 

On  1 06,775  pieces,  bearing  dates  from  1 874  to  1 878,  the  average  loss  per  piece 
was  2.65  grains,  or  about  1 .37  per  cent. 

On  300,000  quarter-dollars  examined,  the  loss  on  91  pieces  tested,  coined 
between  1 831  and  1 836,  was  an  average  of  4.26  grains,  or  about  4  per  cent. 

On  2,104  pieces  tested,  bearing  dates  from  1837  to  1852,  the  average  loss  per 
piece  was  about  4  grains,  or  nearly  4  per  cent. 

On  1 18,812  pieces  tested,  bearing  dates  from  1853  to  1873,  the  average  loss  per 
piece  was  3.21  grains,  or  about  3.35  per  cent. 

On  1 78,860  pieces,  bearing  dates  from  1 874  to  1 878,  the  average  loss  per  piece 
was  1 .86  grains,  or  about  1 .92  per  cent. 

Taking  the  period  from  1 874  to  1 878  as  a  basis  of  estimation,  during  which  period 
the  largest  number  of  pieces  were  tested,  the  average  loss  on  the  half-dollars  was, 
as  stated,  1 .37  per  cent,  and  on  the  quarter-dollars  1 .92  per  cent. 

Estimating  that  these  coins  had  an  average  circulation  of  twelve  years,  the  loss 
on  the  half-dollars  would  be  1 1  per  cent  a  century,  and  on  the  quarter-dollars  about 
1 5  per  cent,  corresponding  for  the  annual  wear  to  the  coefficient  of  one-ninth  of  1 
per  cent  for  halves,  and  one-seventh  of  1  per  cent  for  quarters. 

It  will  probably  be  safe  to  say  in  general  that  the  loss  on  small  silver  coins  in  active 
circulation  will  average  from  1 0  to  20  per  cent  in  a  century,  or  from  one-tenth  to  one- 
fifth  of  1  per  cent  a  year. 

Before  analyzing  the  results  of  this  report,  it  is  necessary  to  review  the  status  of 
silver  coins  during  the  1 880s.  Silver  was  completely  out  of  circulation  in  most  parts 
of  the  nation  for  the  1 4  years  from  1 862  to  1 875.  It  began  dribbling  back  into  the 
channels  of  commerce  early  in  1876,  when  its  falling  bullion  value  brought  it  into 
parity  with  federal  paper  money.  This  trickle  became  aflood  as  the  year  progressed, 
since  the  massive  coinages  of  1875  and  1876  were  soon  joined  by  many  of  the 
pieces  coined  in  1 862  and  earlier.  These  coins  were  generally  thought  to  have  been 
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forever  lost,  and  their  return  came  as  a  surprise  to  the  Treasury  Department.  In  fact, 
some  of  the  silver  coins  struck  before  1 863  had  been  melted,  particularly  the  silver 
dollars  which  were  coined  to  a  higher  standard.  But  most  of  these  pieces  had  been 
either  stored  in  overseas  hoards  or  were  actively  circulating  in  our  neighboring 
countries  to  the  north  and  south.  This  sudden  redundancy  of  subsidiary  silver  coins 
brought  on  a  near  total  suspension  in  the  production  of  the  lesser  silver  coins  in 
1 878.  The  mint  however  was  still  producing  millions  of  silver  dollars  each  month  in 
compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  Bland-Allison  Act  passed  that  same  year.  The 
backwash  of  dimes  was  cleared  up  by  the  early  1 880s  and  their  general  coinage 
resumed.  Quarters  and  halves  however  remained  in  oversupply  until  1 891 .  When 
normal  minting  of  these  denominations  resumed  in  1892,  the  Liberty  Seated 
designs  were  no  longer  in  use. 

In  addition  to  the  conclusions  reached  in  this  report,  several  interesting  obser- 
vations can  be  made  from  the  data  which  pertain  to  the  numismatic  aspects  of  these 
coins.  The  first  observation  concerns  the  span  of  dates  surveyed.  Note  that  half 
dollars  as  early  as  1806  were  still  available  in  1885,  even  though  they  were 
technically  in  storage  and  not  actively  circulating.  Nearly  700  Draped  Bust  and 
Capped  Bust  halves  were  surveyed,  while  some  91  quarters  of  the  Capped  Bust 
type  were  on  hand. 

Also  noteworthy  is  the  large  number  of  3,849  halves  dated  1 837  to  1 852.  These 
pieces  were  coined  to  the  old  standard  adopted  in  1 837  and  had  disappeared  from 
circulation  as  the  price  of  silver  rose  against  gold  during  the  early  1 850s.  With  the 
value  of  silver  falling  during  the  1 870s,  these  coins  were  once  again  worth  more  in 
face  value  than  as  bullion  and  thousands  of  them  returned  to  circulation.  Despite 
being  older  than  the  coins  struck  to  the  standard  of  1853,  they  had  received  less 
wear  on  average,  a  consequence  of  their  many  years  in  sequestration. 

The  largest  number  of  halves  and  quarters  surveyed  were  dated  between  1 874 
and  1 878.  These  could  have  been  lumped  together  with  the  coins  dated  1 853-73, 
as  their  difference  in  weight  was  so  small  as  to  fall  within  the  normal  tolerance  of 
either  standard.  Their  prevalence  is  not  surprising,  as  the  mintage  of  subsidiary 
silver  during  that  five  year  period  was  enormous  by  19th  century  standards.  It  is 
most  interesting,  however,  that  no  quarters  or  halves  dated  from  1 879  through  1 885 
were  on  hand.  This  tends  to  confirm  the  often  expressed  theory  that  these  coins 
were  mostly  hoarded  by  speculators  who  even  then  sought  to  take  advantage  of 
their  low  mintages.  The  fact  that  they  were  even  coined  at  all  was  the  result  of  a 
specific  policy  by  Philadelphia  Mint  Superintendent  James  Pollock  (1 873-79)  and 
his  successors.  The  policy  they  used  was  that  proof  specimens  would  not  be 
produced  of  coins  which  were  not  also  struck  for  circulation.  As  it  turned  out,  the 
small  number  of  currency  strikes  only  added  to  the  speculative  fever  and  stymied 
the  intent  of  the  policy. 

The  proportional  wear  pattern  for  halves  was  the  opposite  of  that  seen  for 
quarters.  For  halves,  the  1853-73  issues  were  slightly  more  worn  than  the  coins 
dated  1837-52.  It  may  be  that  half  dollars,  with  their  greater  weight,  were  more 
attractive  to  bullion  speculators  during  the  early  1 850s  and  were  thus  more  quickly 
hoarded.  Although  their  weight  and  fineness  was  in  exact  proportion  to  that  of  the 
quarters,  the  halves  were  seen  as  a  better  target  for  exportation  and  melting.  There 
is  a  precedent  for  this  view  in  the  suspension  of  silver  dollar  coinage  after  1803. 
Production  of  early  silver  dollars  was  discontinued  due  to  mass  exportation,  while 
the  lesser  silver  coins  continued  to  be  struck,  even  though  they  were  proportion- 
ately equal  in  value  to  the  silver  dollar. 
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<  

HALF  DIMES 

1838      AU-53,  Small  Stars   $315 

1838     \/F-20,  Large  Stars   18 

1838-0  VF-18,V-2   180 

1838-0  G-6,V-2    75 

1840-O  EF-45,  No  Drapery   85 

1840-  O  VF-30,  V-4,  No  Drapery   35 

1841-  0   F-12,V-2   15 

1842      AU-55   95 

1842-  0  G-6   15 

1850-O  VF-20,  Large  0,  cleaned   30 

1857  MS-63,  NGC,  medium  toning  . .  200 

1857-0  MS-60-^,  white,  light  hairlines..  275 

1861/0    EF-45,  V-5   195 

DIMES 

1838-0  G-6,  PCI    $30 

1841-  0  VG-8,  Small  Fat  0   9 

1842-  0  VF-20,  Medium  0   45 

1843-  0  F-12   100 

1843-0  VF-30    250 

1850      AU-53,  white   85 

1857-  0  AU-58,  white,  lustrous   225 

1858-  S  EF-40,  dark,  a  few  marks    200 

1862      MS-62,  ANACS,  nice  P/L   175 

1890-S  MS-60,PCGS,GR-103 

Large  S/Small  s   300 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S   XF-48  $  S/S,  lustrous   $175 

1876     UNC,  cleaned,  full  strike   400 

QUARTERS 

1843     AU-58,  Briggs  1A,  rev  crack  . . .  $200 

1 845     AU-55,  5/5,  Briggs  3C,  nice ... .  325 

1853     AU-50,  PCI,  Arrows  &  Rays  ....  250 

1857     AU-59,  frosty    210 

1876     MS-64,  peripheral  toning   525 

1877-S   AU-55,  PCGS,  S/horizontal  S  . .  400 

1888-S   AU-58,  P/L,  Briggs  30   160 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1843-0  VF-20,  cleaned   $38 

1855/4   VF-20,  PCI    150 

1856-0   VF-20    40 

1858-0  VF-20,  WB-1 03   38 

1858-  0   EF-40,  Breen  #4882    63 

1859-  0  EF-45,  Breen  #4891    125 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1859-0  AU-50,  PCI   $345 

1859-S  VF-35,  PCI,  lightly  cleaned  ....  575 

1860      EF-45,  PCI,  white   500 

1 865     VF-30,  PCI  Flat,  light  scratch ...  285 

1 870-CC  VF-20,  Obv  1 ,  Rev  1 ,  rare    575 

1872      PF-50,  PCI    500 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  14  day  return  for  coins  in  unopened  holders.  Personal  checks 
must  clear.  Please  add  $2.00  postage  on  all  orders.  CaUfornia  residents  add  7.25%  tax. 


Dr.  Eugene  Bruder  •  LSCC  #511  and 
Kevin  Zeitler  •  LSCC  #1511 

650  Rio  Undo  Ave.  •  Suite  11 
Chico,  California  95926 
Telephone  (916)  894-0801  evenings 
FAX  (916)  895-1846 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1857  Half  Dime 


by 

Ray  Lathrop 

While  examining  dealer  stock  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Muskegon,  Michigan 
Coin  Club,  I  found  an  1 857  half  dime  that  appeared  to  have  the  top  loop  of  an  extra 
8  in  the  rock  base  above  the  date.  This  extra  segment  appears  in  the  rock  above  the 
left  side  of  the  8  in  the  date.  Another  unusual  feature  of  this  coin  is  what  appears  to 
be  a  vertical  die  cut  touching  the  top  of  the  mispunched  digit  in  the  rock  below  the 
shield.  These  interesting  characteristics  led  me  to  purchase  this  coin  for  further 
study. 

A  few  other  obverse  features  will  help  in  the  proper  attribution  of  this  coin.  The 
pendant  on  this  specimen  hangs  directly  overthe  right  edge  of  the  5  in  the  date.  The 
left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  1  is  over  the  center  of  a  denticle.  There  is  a  heavy  die 
polish  line  that  runs  down  from  the  right  side  of  the  upright  of  the  1  at  about  a  45 
degree  angle.  A  straight  line  drawn  up  along  the  right  side  of  the  upright  of  the  1 
intersects  the  shield  half  way  between  the  8th  and  9th  shield  lines.  The  7  in  the  date 
is  flat  across  the  bottom.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  light  clash  marks  that  are  most 
visible  in  the  letter  M  of  DIME. 

I  was  unable  to  find  any  reference  to  this  variety,  so  I  sent  it  to  half  dime  specialist 
Al  BIythe.  He  examined  this  coin  under  a  microscope  and  reported  that  it  is  most 
like  the  V-3  variety  for  this  date.  He  agrees  that  the  extra  segment  looks  like  a 
mispunched  8  in  the  rock  base.  But  he  feels  that  the  vertical  die  gouge  above  this 


1857  Half  Dime  With  Extra  8  in  Rock 
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extra  segment  is  actually  a  set  of  two  parallel  lines  about  the  same  width  as  the 
vertical  lines  in  the  shield.  Al  believes  that  this  coin  was  struck  from  a  blundered  die 
but  feels  that  we  should  study  this  variety  more  extensively  before  assigning  a  new 
Valentine  number  to  it. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Al  BIythe  for  his  help  in  identifying  the  key  characteristics  of 
this  variety.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  picture  of  my  1 857  half 
dime  that  clearly  shows  the  unusual  characteristics  of  this  new  half  dime  variety. 
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Unusual 

1 

Hoard  of  1873-CC  Trade  Dollars  for  Sale 

56  Specimens 

Grade 

Number  of  Coins 

Trends  Value         Total  Trends  Value 

AG-3 

1 

$50 

$50 

G-6 

1 

80 

80 

VG-10 

2 

100 

200 

F-12 

1 

125 

125 

F-15 

2 

200 

400 

VF-20 

5 

275 

1,375 

VF-30 

6 

385 

2,310 

VF-35 

3 

440 

1,320 

XF-40 

7 

500 

3,500 

XF-45 

16 

600 

9,600 

AU-50 

5 

750 

3,750 

Totals 

49 

$22,710 

1  VF  and  5  XF  pieces  that  are  chop  marked  at  $150  each 

$900 

1  VF  coin  that  has  been  plugged  at  $0 

$0 

$23,610 

Less  20%  discount . 

-$4,722 

Net  Sale  Price  

$18,888 

Ace  Co. 

P.O.  Box  560184 

•  Orlando,  Florida  32856 

Telephone  (407)  682-0936  after  7  PM 
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An  1890  Dime  With  an  Extra  Digit  in  the  Denticles 


by 

Glenn  Peterson 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1 890  dime  with  what  appears  to  be  an  extra  digit 
in  the  denticles.  The  top  of  an  extra  digit  clearly  shows  in  the  denticles  below  the 
space  between  the  8  and  9  in  the  date.  The  extra  digit  appears  as  an  arc  that  runs 
through  the  center  of  two  denticles  below  the  date.  The  date  on  this  variety  is  sloping 
downward  fronn  left  to  right.  The  1  is  centered  in  the  field  but  the  0  is  much  closer 
to  the  denticles.  The  tip  of  the  shield  is  over  the  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1 
in  the  date. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  a  strong  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  at  9  o'clock 
down  to  the  leaf  and  back  to  the  rim  at  7  o'clock.  There  is  another  crack  that  runs 
from  the  rim  at  1  o'clock  to  the  leaf  on  the  upper  corn  stalk.  Finally,  a  fine  crack 
develops  from  the  lower  right  leaf. 

Two  other  varieties  of  this  date  have  been  reported  with  extra  digits  in  the  gown 
above  the  date  but  this  is  the  first  one  that  has  been  discovered  with  an  extra  digit 
in  the  denticles.  This  variety  with  the  extra  digit  in  the  denticles  was  first  identified 
by  Terry  Searcy.  The  discovery  coin  pictured  with  this  article  is  a  nice  XF  specimen. 


WANTED!!! 

CUDS  &  HEAVY  DIE  BREAKS 
ON  ALL  SEATED  COINAGE 

I  would  like  to  buy,  trade  or  just  photograph  cuds  and  heavy  die  breaks 
on  all  Seated  coinage  for  my  numismatic  research.  I  will  pay  well  over  listed 


7897  Seated  Dime  Reverse  1853  Arrows  Half  Dollar  Reverse 


Chris  Pilliod 

P.O.  Box  12722  •  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46864 


39 


An  1876-CC  Half  Dollar  With  a  Restruck  Mintmark 


by 

Paul  Brill 

I  would  like  to  report  an  1876-CC  half  dollar  certified  AU-50  by  ANACS  with  a 
restruck  Medium  size  Carson  City  mintmark.  The  CC  mintmark  is  doubled,  showing 
a  distinct  left  sided  image  of  each  C  with  the  right  side  opening  of  each  C  partially 
closed.  In  addition,  the  first  five  vertical  stripes  in  the  reverse  shield  show  a  double 
image  along  with  many  of  the  letters  in  the  legend. 

In  Issue  #43  of  the  journal,  Bill  Fivaz  wrote  a  very  good  article  on  the  character- 
istics of  strike  doubling,  using  an  1 877-S  half  dollar  as  an  example.  Strike  doubling 
occurs  when  one  of  the  dies  is  loose  and  twists  to  some  degree  while  the  coin  is 
being  struck,  producing  a  metal  shear  at  the  lowest  parts  within  the  die. 

In  addition  to  slight  rotation  of  the  dies  that  caused  this  strike  doubling,  this  set 
of  dies  experienced  a  clash  incident,  creating  the  left  wing  pit  clash  mark  in  the 
obverse  field.  Weimar  White  provides  an  excellent  review  of  clash  marks  and  their 
visual  identification  in  his  article  in  Issue  #61  of  the  journal.  My  coin  also  shows  that 
all  stars  except  numbers  1 ,  6,  8  and  9  are  recut.  The  mintmark  on  my  1 876-CC  half 
dollar  is  positioned  such  that  the  right  C  is  centered  below  the  crotch  between  the 
olive  stem  and  the  feather  tip.  The  characteristics  described  for  my  coin  are  not 
defined  by  Beistle  for  any  of  his  three  listed  varieties.  Despite  the  apparent  die 


Restruck  Mintmark  on  1876-CC  Half  Dollar 
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trauma,  my  coin  is  original  and  well  struck  with  dark  toning.  This  coin  also  has  full 
drapery  from  the  elbow,  a  supported  foot  and  an  enclosed  toe. 

I  would  be  interested  to  know  if  other  club  members  have  seen  examples  of  this 
variety  of  the  1 876-CC  half  dollar. 


Doubling  on  Vertical  Shield  Stripes  on  1 876-CC  Half  Dollar 


Mintmark  on  1 876-CC  Half  Dollar 
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Carson  City  Presentation  Pieces 


by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Four  known  examples  of  the  1876-CC  dime  have  been  listed  as  proof  or 
presentation  pieces.  It  has  been  suggested  that  they  may  have  been  struck  for  the 
Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia  in  1876.  Misting  of  these  pieces  is  as  follows: 

1 .  The  James  A.  Stack  specimen,  sold  as  lot  #167  in  the  James  A.  Stack  sale 
by  Stack's  on  January  16,  1990.  Walter  Breen  later  certified  this  coin  as  a 
branch  mint  proof. 

2.  The  Rarcoa  Specimen,  sold  as  lot  #61 2  in  the  RARCOA  section  of  Auction  '90 
on  August  10,  1990.  Described  in  the  catalogue  as  a  possible  proof  or 
presentation  piece. 

3.  The  Weimar  W.  White  Specimen,  sold  as  lot  #2283  in  the  Boyd,  Brand  and 
Ryder  sale  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Inc  on  March  29, 1 990.  Described  in  the  sale 
catalogue  as  a  possible  presentation  piece,  MS-64  prooflike. 

4.  The  Marin  Numismatics  Specimen,  offered  for  sale  in  Coin  World  on  Novem- 
ber 1 3, 1 995.  This  coin  is  described  to  be  as  close  to  a  branch  mint  proof  as 
one  can  get. 

All  four  specimens  have  the  Type  I  reverse  and  are  sharply  struck.  They  are  all 
in  gem  condition,  and  have  mirrored  or  reflective  fields. 

There  are  some  other  Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  coins  that  have  been  regarded 


Weimar  W.  White  Specimen,  1876-CC  Dime,  Prooflike  Gem 
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as  presentation  or  proof  specimens.  A  listing  of  these  pieces  is  given  below.  There 
may  be  other  dates  and  specimens  that  should  be  added  to  this  list. 


1 876-  CC  Half  Dollar.     One  proof  specimen  known. 

1877-  CC  Half  Dollar.     Two  or  three  presentation  pieces  known. 

The  general  characteristics  of  presentation  pieces:  These  coins  were  minted  with 
unusual  care,  from  new  dies  and  from  carefully  selected  blanks.  These  specimens 
have  no  bag  marks  and  are  exceptionally  well  struck.  The  devices  can  be  frosty  or 
brilliant  and  the  fields  are  reflective. 

In  private  communications  with  Michael  Hodder,  the  following  comments  were 
made  by  him:  The  question  of  branch  mint  proof  or  presentation  quality  is  a  very 
tricky  one.  I'm  not  entirely  certain  that  anyone  can  tell  the  difference  between  the 
two,  and,  in  fact,  I  suspect  that  there  may  not  be  one.  But  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
1877-CC  half  dollar  described  as  a  presentation  specimen  by  Stack's  is  quite 
distinct  in  terms  of  quality  from  other  survivors.  It  is,  in  other  words,  somehow 
special.  The  questions  of  motive  and  agency  for  that  specialness  are  ones  that  can 
never  be  adequately  answered. 


1871-CC  Half  Dollar. 


1871-CC  Quarter. 


1870-CC  Dollar. 


Three  presentation  pieces  known. 
Three  one  sided  proofs  known. 
One  presentation  piece  known. 


Literature  on  Silver  Coins  Wanted 
Gobreciit  Journals  and  John  Reich  Journals 


NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  WANTED 


Buying  Numismatic  Books,  Auction  Catalogues,  Magazines,  and 
Periodicals  on  Coins,  Paper  Money,  Counterfeit  Detectors, 
Counterfeiting,  Colonial  Currency,  Tokens  and  Medals. 


Michael  J.  Sullivan  •  LSCC  #774 


P.O.  Box  32131 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45232 
Telephone  (513)  665-4918 
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HALF  DIMES 

DIMES 

1854 

1854/1854,  F-f-,V-3  

$20 

1855 

Doubled  die  obverse,  VF+ 

^50 

1856 

AU,  nice  luster  

80 

1855 

Doubled  die  obverse,  f+ 

25 

1861/0 

yF-4R  nrininfll 

85 

1856 

Large  Date,  VF,  light  gray 

20 

DIMES 

1856 

Doubled  die  obverse,  XF  

40 

1838 

Small  Stars,  F-i-,  medium  gray 

3>3U 

1856 

Doubled  die  obverse,  VF-35  . . . 

35 

1838 

XF,A-5,GR-103,  very  nice 

00 

1857 

XF-45   

40 

1839 
1839 

75 

1857 

XF+   

30 

9/9  nearly  XF  unlisted 
XF,GR-102,  original  

1857-0 

Medium  0,  XF-t-,  lustrous 

125 

1840-O 

Small  0  VF  GR-101  cleaned 

35 

1858 

XF,  A-2,  nice  

32 

1840 

With  Draoerv  VF  oriainal 

Mb 

1859-0 

Large  0,  VF-30,  light  mark  .... 

30 

1841 

1841/184  XF  GR-101  scarce 

100 

1861 

Type  1  obv,  AU-I-,  rev  rim  scratch 

50 

1841-0 

Weak  date  VF-30 

50 

A  A 

40 

1861-S 

F-I-,  original,  small  ticks  

70 

1842-0 

Medium  0,  VF-30-I-,  A-1,  original 

1862-S 

XF,  very  choice   

335 

1843 

1843/1843  XF  GR-101  nice 

65 

1865-S 

Nearly  VF,GR-102,  original. . . . 

85 

1845 

1845/1845  XF-45  GR-101 

150 

1865-S 

VF-30-(-,  original  

145 

1845 

5/5/5  VF-I-  A-?  fiR-ini  nrininfll 

C  A 

50 

1868-S 

VF+,  choice  

75 

1 845-0 
1847 

VF  nianchpt  flaw 

80 
45 

1873 

With  Arrows,  VF/F  

20 

Nearly  VF  A-2  GR-103  <;rarrp 

1876-CC  Nearly  G/AG,  Doubled  die  obv. 

8 

1848 

yF-4S  fiR-ini  uprv  nhnirp 

115 

1877 

Blundered  date,  VF-i-  

58 

1848 

VF-35  A-1  GR-101  nice 

55 

1877-CCTypelrev,XF,  cleaned  

40 

1849 

VF-^^i  A-1  latp  dip  <;tatp 

00 

1887-S 

XF-45,  choice,  unlisted  

45 

1850 

XF,  A-1 ,  original,  tiny  scratch  . . 

20 

1888 

AU-I-,  sharp   

60 

1850 

VF-I-,  reverse  die  cracks  

20 

1889 

XF,  Doubled  die  rev  

45 

lODU-U 

Large  u,  r,  iigni  gray  

1890 

Near  F/G,  four  digits  in  gown  . . 

30 

1851 

1851/851,  VF-30, 1  in  shield  ... 

30 

1891 

1891/1891,  AU-59,  super  luster 

215 

1853-0 

VF-30,  original  toning   

40 

1891-S 

S/S,  VF,  medium  gray  

55 

1854 

XF-t-,  heavy  date  

35 

QUARTERS 

1854-0 

VF-I-,  A-1,  choice  

22 

1845 

5/5,  VF-30-h,  nice  

$70 

TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many 
other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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Some  Half  Dime  Finds 


by 

D.  W.  Dixon 

I  have  been  a  collector  of  early  type  coins  for  over  twenty  years  and  have  just 
recently  expanded  my  interests  to  include  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes.  I  must  say,  this 
series  is  full  of  interesting  varieties  with  many  new  discoveries  being  made  every 
year. 

One  coin  in  particular  that  I  had  purchased  more  than  2  years  ago  had  been 
difficult  for  me  to  attribute.  This  coin  is  an  1 855  half  dime  in  very  good  condition.  It 
has  6  horizontal  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield  and  shows  distinct  doubling  in  the 
vertical  lines  of  the  shield.  When  Issue  #61  of  the  journal  was  released,  I  was  very 
pleased  to  learn  that  I  already  owned  an  example  of  the  1 855  Doubled  Die  half  dime 
that  had  been  recently  discovered  by  Chris  Pilliod.  The  diagnostics  of  the  coin  he 
described  in  Issue  #61  matched  my  coin  perfectly.  I  would  also  like  to  report  that 
the  obverse  denticles  on  my  coin  are  weak,  especially  from  7  o'clock  to  1 2  o'clock. 

Another  coin  that  I  have  been  unable  to  attribute  is  an  1848  Medium  Date  half 
dime  in  very  fine  condition  with  a  series  of  die  cracks  on  the  reverse.  The  cracks 
match  those  seen  on  the  1 848  V-6  reverse  as  illustrated  in  the  Valentine  reference 
book  on  half  dimes.  In  particular,  there  is  a  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  through  the 
A  in  STATES,  through  the  wreath  and  bud,  through  the  upper  edge  of  the  H  in  HALF, 
through  the  leaves  in  the  wreath  and  on  through  the  T  in  UNITED  to  the  rim.  Another 
crack  runs  through  the  wreath  and  outer  bud,  through  the  left  base  of  the  N  and  on 
to  the  rim  between  the  UN.  Another  crack  runs  from  the  base  of  the  N,  through  the 
field  under  the  U,  through  the  branch  tip  and  on  to  the  rim  just  below  the  left  ribbon 
tip.  There  is  a  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  to  the  right  base  of  the  first  A  in 
AMERICA.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  cracks  match  those  illustrated  for  the  1 848 
V-6  reverse.  The  problem  is  that  the  obverse  of  my  coin  does  not  match  the  obverse 
for  the  1 848  V-6  variety  as  illustrated  in  the  Valentine  book.  Rather,  my  coin  has  a 
high  level  date  that  seems  to  match  the  characteristics  of  the  obverse  shown  for  the 
1 848  V-3  variety.  Can  anyone  help  me  with  the  proper  attribution  of  my  coin?  I  have 
also  read  nothing  about  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  of  1 848  half  dimes.  Just  how  rare 
are  coins  with  these  die  cracks  and  where  does  my  piece  fit  in  to  the  die  state 
progression  of  this  reverse? 

A  final  coin  that  I  just  purchased  is  an  1 872  V-6  Doubled  Die  Obverse  half  dime. 
It  was  purchased  in  an  ANACS  slab  in  very  good  condition.  The  coin  is  weakly  struck 
on  obverse  and  reverse.  Although  it  is  in  an  average  circulated  grade,  I  figured  the 
chance  to  purchase  an  example  of  the  1872  V-6  variety  might  never  come  along 
again  and  I  just  could  not  pass  it  up. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  editor  of  the  journal  and  the  authors  who  have 
written  all  of  the  informative  and  entertaining  articles  that  have  appeared  in  each 
issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  I  am  very  proud  to  be  a  member  of  the  club. 


45 


Additional  Seated  Dimes  With  Blundered  Dies 


by 

Gerry  Fortin 

The  recent  discussion  in  the  journal  of  possible  causes  for  Liberty  Seated 
blundered  die  varieties  has  been  very  enjoyable  and  informative.  Articles  by  Del 
Romines  in  Issue  #57  and  Carson  Torpey  in  Issue  #64  have  focused  on  the 
potential  design  of  the  date  alignment  jig  used  for  punching  dates  into  coinage  dies. 
Misuse  of  the  date  alignment  jig  by  a  careless  mint  employee  could  create  extra  date 
punches  on  either  the  main  device  of  the  obverse  or  in  the  denticles  below  the 
intended  date  position.  In  Torpey's  article,  charts  documenting  the  known  blundered 
dies  across  all  denominations  of  Seated  coinage  were  presented.  These  charts 
separated  the  blundered  dies  into  denomination  groupings  for  extra  digits  in  the 
denticles  or  main  device.  The  structured  organization  of  blundered  die  information 
in  these  charts  provides  visibility  for  potential  areas  of  new  investigations  and 
discoveries. 

In  the  Torpey  charts,  only  two  Seated  dime  dies  were  reported  with  extra  digits 
in  the  denticles  while  thirteen  dies  have  been  discovered  with  extra  punches  on  the 
main  device.  This  minimal  number  of  reported  dies  with  extra  digits  in  the  denticles 
prompted  me  to  re-inspect  my  collection  for  additional  varieties.  The  results  re- 
inforced my  opinion  that  new  varieties  continually  await  discovery,  their  rate  of 
disclosure  being  simply  a  matter  of  how  closely  we  inspect  our  coins.  The  re- 
examination of  my  set  produced  one  new  finding,  an  1 885  dime  with  a  blundered 
1 8  in  the  denticles.  I  would  like  to  present  the  attributes  of  this  new  variety  and  those 


1885  Dime  with  Extra  18  in  Denticles 
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of  an  1 886  blundered  die  dime  with  an  extra  8  in  the  denticles  discovered  by  Chris 
Pilliod. 

1885  Blundered  Die  Dime 

Both  the  1  and  8  are  clearly  visible  directly  below  the  intended  date  position.  The 
date  placement  attributes  are  SP-7  and  DR-OR.  The  coin  has  a  medium  date  that  is 
level.  The  discovery  coin  grades  AU  and  features  nice  light  golden  toning.  This 
piece  has  been  in  my  set  since  1 988.  The  new  round  of  searching  with  clear  intent 
to  find  extra  digits  in  the  denticles  has  produced  this  nice  surprise.  At  first,  I  only 
noted  the  extra  8  in  the  denticles.  Then  photographs  taken  by  Chris  Pilliod  allowed 
my  son  Matthew  to  notice  the  top  of  an  extra  1  that  is  visible  between  denticles  DR- 
1  and  DR-2  on  the  denticle  ruler. 

1886  Blundered  Die  Dime 

The  top  of  an  extra  8  is  slightly  visible  below  the  left  side  of  the  second  8  in  the 
date.  This  coin  features  a  medium  date  with  a  slight  downward  slope.  Date 
placement  measurements  are  SP-7  and  DR-OR.  This  coin  grades  AU  but  was  lightly 
cleaned  at  one  time.  I  purchased  this  coin  from  Chris  Pilliod  at  the  1993  ANA 
Convention  in  Baltimore  immediately  after  the  annual  meeting  of  LSCC. 

I  want  to  thank  Chris  Pilliod  for  the  fine  photographsof  my  1885and  1886  dimes 
presented  with  this  article. 


1886  Dime  with  Extra  8  in  Denticles 
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Another  1851  Dime  With  a  Repunched  51 


by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Recently,  I  was  able  to  purchase  an  1 851  dime  with  a  repunched  51  in  the  date. 
This  variety  for  the  1 851  dime  is  different  from  the  other  varieties  reported  for  this 
date.  This  new  variety  shows  the  remains  of  the  upright  of  a  previous  1  directly  below 
the  upright  of  the  second  1  in  the  date.  There  is  also  slight  doubling  at  the  base  of 
the  5  that  can  be  seen  along  the  lower  arc  of  this  digit. 

For  this  variety  the  date  has  SP-4.5,  with  the  tip  of  the  shield  directly  over  the 
upright  of  the  first  1 .  The  date  is  level  and  very  high,  up  near  the  base  of  the  rock. 
The  left  edge  of  the  left  serif  of  the  first  1  is  located  over  the  left  edge  of  a  denticle. 
The  right  edge  of  the  right  serif  of  the  second  1  is  located  over  the  center  of  a 
denticle. 

The  coin  pictured  with  this  article  grades  a  choice  VF-35  but  it  has  a  serious  rim 
ding  below  the  second  1  in  the  date.  There  are  small  die  chips  along  the  outside 
points  of  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  stars.  There  are  no  visible  die  cracks  on  either  the 
obverse  or  the  reverse. 

The  picture  of  the  1851  dime  with  the  repunched  date  was  taken  by  Chris  Pilliod. 


1851  Dime  With  Repunciied  51  in  Date 
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Reflections  On  Third  Party  Grading 

I  believe  James  C.  Gray's  article  "An  Overview  of  Third  Party  Grading"  that  appeared 
in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal  is  the  most  valuable  article  thatthe  journal  has  ever  published. 
I  say  this  not  because  it  has  added  to  the  body  of  knowledge  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage, 
but  rather,  because  it  provides  the  general  reader  with  a  rare,  candid  opinion  on  how 
slabbed  coins  should  be  viewed  and  judged  from  the  observations  of  an  experienced 
collector,  not  from  the  statements  made  by  a  grading  service  official. 

I,  too,  have  written  many  articles  critical  of  third  party  grading,  and  have  had  to  defend 
myself  on  several  occasions.  James  Gray's  article  adds  to  the  voices  of  independent 
thinkers  whose  primary  concern  is  educating  the  consumer,  not  greed,  as  Gray  writes 
in  his  conclusion. 

What  about  the  services?  Will  they  change?  Will  they  improve  their  product?  Will  they 
adopt  the  suggestions  of  James  Gray  and  others?  That  remains  to  be  seen.  Will  the 
services  ever  use  laser  photographs  to  build  a  file  of  coin  fingerprints  to  thwart 
resubmissions  as  Gray  suggests.  You  must  understand  that  such  an  idea  would  work 
againstthe  motives  of  the  services,  because  then  resubmissionswould  end.  That  would 
mean  considerably  less  revenue  for  the  services.  Additionally,  it  would  commit  the 
services  to  a  degree  of  accountability  that  they  presently  do  not  have,  nor  desire.  As  Gray 
implies,  the  services  are  not  solely  in  business  to  help  the  industry,  the  dealer  or  the 
collector.  They  are  primarily  in  business  to  make  a  profit. 

For  Gray's  suggestions  to  become  a  reality,  there  would  have  to  be  substantial 
reasons  for  the  services  to  implement  them.  One  obstacle  to  their  implementation  is  the 
possibility  that  all  presently  slabbed  coins  would  have  to  be  re-certified  under  new 
procedures.  Such  an  undertaking  might  produce  more  lawsuits  than  contented  slab 
owners. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  congratulations  to  James  Gray  for  writing  a  very  valuable  article 
and  to  the  Gobrecht  Journal  for  publishing  it 

Maurice  Rosen 
LSCC  #032 


1842  Seated  Dollar 

NGC  AU-55.  Medium  dark  gray-orange,  with  clean  surfaces. 
Strong  rim  cuds.  Variety  featured  in  Issue  #58  of  the  journal  and 
this  particular  coin  mentioned  in  a  Letter  to  the  Editor  in 
Issue  #60  of  the  journal.  Price  $540,  postpaid. 
Seven  Day  Return  Privilege. 

Alex  A.  Pancheco  •  LSCC  #1345 

P.O.  Box  2357 
Corvallis,  Oregon  97339 
Telephone  (541)  752-6651 
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The 


Garden  State  Numismatic  Association 


inc. 


presents 

A  Major  Numismatic  Event 

Garden  State  Numismatic  Association's 

2 1  St  Anniversary  Convention 
June  20-22,  1996 

at  the 

South  Jersey  Expo  Center 

in  Pennsauken,  New  Jersey 
NJ  Tpk.  Exit  4,  or  1-295  Exit  36-B  to  Rt.  73  North  to  Pennsauken  and  signs  to  Expo 
Center.  From  Philadelphia:  1-95  to  Tacony  Palmyra  Bridge  to  Rt.  73  South  to 
Pennsauken  and  follow  signs.  Call  (609)661-023!  for  directions. 

FEATURING: 

18,000  Sq.  Ft.  Carpeted  Bourse,  plus  Exhibits  and  Meeting  areas 
New  Jersey  Token  &  Medals  Show  Returns  to  New  Jersey 
200+  Dealers  in  U.S.,  Foreign,  Ancient,  Paper  Money,  Tokens  &  Medals 
Collector  Clubs  and  Competitive  Exhibits  In  all  areas  of  numismatics 

Major  Token  &  Medal  Auction  by  Joseph  Levine  of 
Presidential  Coin  &  Antique  Company  of  Alexandria,  VA 

Tables  Still  Available. 


COIN  Dealers  CONTACT: 
Harry  Garrison 
General  Show  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  8422 


Trenton,  NJ  08650 

(609)585-8104 
FAX:  (609)581-1261 
TOKENS  &  MEDALS  CONTACT: 
Paul  Cunningham  (517)423-8951 


ANA  Club  Life  member  tt  1 7 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

In  May  of  1994,  Larry  Briggs  sold  me  the  last  piece  I  needed  to  complete  my 
collection  of  Liberty  Seated  coins,  from  half  dimes  through  dollars.  I  wish  to  give 
belated  thanks  to  Larry  Briggs,  Randy  Wiley,  Brian  Greer  and  others  I  have  met 
through  my  membership  in  LSCC  for  their  assistance  and  friendship.  With  the  help 
of  these  and  other  individuals,  I  need  only  a  few  coins  to  complete  my  set  of  all  U.S. 
copper  and  silver  coins,  from  1 793  to  1 964. 1  am  a  retired  engineer  with  too  much 
time  on  my  hands  and  would  therefore  like  to  be  of  service  to  my  numismatic 
brethern. 

Like  many  of  us,  I  miss  being  able  to  view  my  coins  at  my  convenience,  but  must 
keep  them  locked  up  in  a  bank  vault  for  safe  keeping.  I  have  experimented  with 
digital  scanners,  but  have  been  disappointed  in  the  picture  quality.  I  am  currently 
adapting  a  CCD  camera  system  that  I  designed  years  ago  for  use  in  photographing 
my  coin  collection.  The  cost  of  CCD  cameras  for  use  with  desktop  PCs  has  been 
coming  down.  I  have  contacted  several  manufacturers  in  search  of  the  best  picture 
quality  and  the  most  affordable  price  for  this  purpose.  With  proper  data  compres- 
sion techniques,  I  hope  to  get  as  many  high  quality  images  on  a  floppy  disk  as 
possible.  Using  my  CDROM  writer,  I  can  put  my  entire  collection  of  coins  on  a  single 
CDROM. 

Another  advantage  this  system  would  provide  is  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
coins.  I  dislike  sending  back  unacceptable  coins  and  abhor  the  high  cost  of 
registered  mail  wasted  in  the  process.  Since  most  people  now  have  access  to  PCs, 
if  we  had  a  method  of  sending  high  quality  images  on  a  30  cent  floppy  disk,  a 
prospective  buyer  could  view  the  merchandise  before  it  was  actually  sent. 

My  goal  is  to  provide  an  affordable  system  described  above.  I  will  supply  the 
software  free  to  all  interested  collectors  and  indicate  where  the  hardware  can  be 
obtained.  Not  wanting  to  re-invent  the  wheel,  if  anyone  knows  of  a  current  system, 
please  let  me  know.  Any  comments  or  suggestions  would  be  appreciated  and  may 
befaxed  to  me  at  (405)  741  -7004.  If  all  goes  well  and  there  is  enough  interest,  I  could 
bring  a  working  system  to  the  ANA  in  Denver  this  summer. 

Reg  Mason 
LSCC  #1093 

As  reported  in  Issue  #64  of  the  journal,  my  article  on  Third  Party  Grading,  that 
appeared  in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal,  was  submitted  to  Numismatic  News,  The 
Numismatist  and  Coin  World  for  possible  publication.  Bob  Wilhite,  Senior  Editor  at 
Numismatic  News,  has  not  responded  to  my  correspondence.  Barbara  Gregory, 
the  Editor  of  The  Numismatist,  did  respond  and  told  me  that  if  I  could  reduce  the 
content  of  the  article  by  fifty  percent,  she  would  have  it  reviewed  by  the  grading 
services  for  their  reaction.  I  was  told  that  my  best  chance  of  publication  would  be 
in  Coin  World.  Beth  Deisher,  the  Editor  of  Coin  World,  is  said  to  be  a  friend  of  the 
hobbyist  and  had  received  an  award  at  the  1995  ANA  Convention  for  Consumer 
Advocacy.  I  also  received  copies  of  a  number  of  letters  from  club  members  sent  to 
Ms.  Deisher  asking  her  to  publish  my  article.  Unfortunately,  she  has  not  responded 
to  my  correspondence. 
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It  now  appears  that  the  contents  of  this  article  will  not  be  published  in  any 
commercial  publication.  Several  dealer  members  of  the  club  have  informed  me  that 
they  have  copied  the  article  and  sent  it  to  all  of  their  customers.  Another  member 
stated  that  he  passed  out  copies  of  the  article  at  a  local  coin  show.  If  any  member 
of  the  club  is  interested  in  receiving  a  copy  of  the  manuscript  suitable  for 
reproduction,  please  send  a  stamped  manuscript  envelope  to  me  as  follows:  James 
C.  Gray,  P.O.  Box  1924,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina  28053-1924. 

Jim  Gray 
LSCC  #664 


I  have  been  a  grateful  member  of  LSCC  since  1991.  I  appreciate  the  superb 
learning  opportunities  that  are  available  from  reading  the  articles  in  the  Gobrecht 
Journal.  Late  in  1 995  I  purchased  the  three  Collective  Volumes  of  the  journal  and 
have  thoroughly  enjoyed  learning  about  the  genesis  and  evolution  of  LSCC.  My 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  dedicated  people  who  have  made  the  appreciation  and  study 
of  Liberty  Seated  coins  such  a  delight. 

Michael  T.  Williams 
LSCC  #1411 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention 
that  will  be  held  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri  from  April  26-28, 1 996.  The  club  meeting 
will  be  held  a  9:00a.m.  on  Friday,  April  26, 1 996.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be 
listed  in  the  Convention  program. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an  opportu- 
nity to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club  activities. 
You  might  want  to  use  this  meeting  as  an  opportunity  to  show  other  club  members 
interesting  or  unusual  Seated  coins  that  you  have  purchased  over  the  years.  A  few 
unbound  copies  of  the  new  Fourth  Collective  Volume  of  the  journal  will  be  available 
for  examination  at  the  meeting. 

The  23rd  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  105th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in 
Denver,  Colorado.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future 
publications  by  the  club. 

The  Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBf  Rjy  Seated  Colleetors  Cl«b 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  L]       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  L  J      MAY  NOT  L  I 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  DIMES  H 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 
Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776  ri 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  waitforthe  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  ive  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1840-O  WD  Large  O 
Quarter 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


